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Respect Yourself - Anti-Bullying Week! 

 
What a brilliant week we had in school for Anti-Bullying 
week!  The children and staff had a great week and 
every class took part in meaningful activities across 
the whole week.  We had Odd Socks Day to start the 
week and each class got very creative with their odd 
sock photos!  Sharon from Impact Northeast delivered 
workshops to every year group and also led a whole 
school assembly.  We passed a smile from Year 6 to 
Nursery and we took part in Friendship Friday where 
classes mixed together for circle time.  The Buddies 
also took part in some training prior to the week 
starting; they visited St Aidan’s School and took part in 
a variety of workshops linked to developing their role 
as a Playground Buddy. The wristbands were a huge 
success and we will be using the money generated 
from the sale of the bands to buying a new friendship 
stop for the play ground.Mrs Dolan. 
 

EYFS and Flying Start spooktacular day 

 
We had such a fantastic day and we were so busy with 
lots of different activities on offer. We searched for 
gummy body parts in the haystacks and we bobbed for 
apples in the water tray. There was a spooky photo 
booth with a backdrop and we had our photos taken 
with the different props. We took part in ghost bowling, 
spider web toss and some of us volunteered to be 
mummified. We also made spooky party food and ate 
our party snacks together. Mrs Mitchell. 

 

Year 4 Wellbeing Festival 

 
The children had a fantastic morning at the Sunderland 
Tennis Centre Wellbeing Festival. They took part in a 
number of different activities. First, the children 
showed off some really impressive hoola-hooping 
skills, using their waist, arms, legs and even their 
necks! We then tried skipping, and for their final 
activity, they chose to join in with either gymnastics or 
football. The children had an excellent morning – and it 

was a really fun way to keep fit! Mrs Millican. 
 

Year 3 on tour –  Centre for Life 

 
As part of our topic, Y3 visited the Centre for Life in 
Newcastle. We took part in a light and shadow 
workshop where we each made a shadow puppet and 
performed in a shadow puppet show. We looked at 
different materials and discussed whether transparent, 
translucent or opaque materials created shadows. We 
were also given the opportunity to explore the centre 
and go on the 4D ride which was The Polar Express. 
As a special treat, all of the children were able to go on 
the ice rink. This was very tricky at first however we 
found our balance and the children were soon skating 
gracefully! We were very proud of the children and 
their fantastic behaviour on this visit. Miss Stell and 
Miss Tose.  
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Thurs 13 Dec. Yr 1 to Pantomime. KS2 Christmas Show. 
Tues 18 Dec. EYFS & KS1 Nativity. 
Wed 19 Dec. EYFS & KS1 Christmas Party. 
Thurs 20 Dec. KS2 Christmas Party. 
Fri 21 Dec. 12.15 - Carol Service, St Aidan’s Church.  

Mon 24 Dec–Fri 4 Jan: Xmas & New Yr holiday. Happy Xmas! 
Mon 7 Jan. Spring Term begins! Happy New Year! 

 

See our website for all of our Dates! 
 
 

For a full set of dates, please see our website 

http://www.grangetown.sunderland.sch.uk/
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Anti-Bullying Children’s Conference 2018 
Our Buddies recently 
attended St Aidan’s School 
for the annual Anti-Bullying 
Conference.  The children 
had a fantastic morning 
taking part in a variety of 
workshops.  The first session 
was all about online safety 
and exploring how to stay 
safe online and also how to 
behave appropriately online.  

The session was really valuable and 
gave the children hints and tips on how to use apps 
safely so that they can still be enjoyed.  We also took 
part in a ‘respect’ workshop with the police.  The 
children were given different scenarios and they had to 
decide how to respond.  The children as always were 
excellent ambassadors for our school and I very much 
look forward to working with our buddies over the 
course of the year. Mrs Dolan. 
 

Monster Mash 

 
Nursery and Reception had a spooktacular time at The 
Word in South Shields. Jolene from the library read 
two spooky stories – Ten Little Monsters and 
Spookyrumpus. We enjoyed spotting different 
monsters in their exhibition and we recognised many 
of them. We all loved the huge furry Sully from 
Monsters Inc and we were inside the Monsters 
University bedroom. The children were all squashed by 
King Kong’s giant hand as he was looking at us 
through the window. We also crept into Frankenstein’s 
laboratory and we thought the monster statues were 
fangtastic. Then, we had a chance to create our own 
ghosts which we got to take home. We had an un-boo-
lieveable time! Mrs Mitchell. 

 
 

People who help us! 

 
As part of our superheroes topic we have been 
learning about 'real life heroes'. We visited Sunderland 
fire station to learn about the role of a fire fighter and 
had a visit from police officer PC Hewitt. We were able 
to try on the fire fighter and police uniform and even 
got to use the fire fighters’ hose! The children asked 
super questions and displayed fantastic behaviour. 
Well done Year 1! Miss Lambton and Miss Beetham. 
  

All Things German!  

 
Our children in Miss Tose and Mrs Millican’s classes 
had a great day learning all about what it is like to be a 
child in Germany. Everyone enjoyed our food tasting, 
trying ‘Stollen’, German bread and ‘Kinderpunch’, a 
children’s mulled fruit drink. We discovered that the 
brothers Grimm were responsible for many of the 
fairytales we know so well and some that we did not 
know, like ‘Frau Holle’, which we watched in German 
and English to see how much we understood. Finally, 
we learnt about Saint Nikolaus and we decorated 
paper shoes to leave out on the eve of Saint Nikolaus’ 
Day. We were so excited to see what was in our shoes 
the next morning. Viel Spaß! Mrs Blackett. 
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Once Upon a Fairy Tale! 

 
This half term our topic is ‘Once Upon a Fairy Tale’. 
The children have loved exploring different traditional 
tales, even writing their own fairy tale! Whilst learning 
about Hansel and Gretel, we went to Backhouse Park 
to follow a route, made bird feeders in woodlands and 
made the Wicked Witch’s green tea in science. We are 
currently learning the story of ‘The Gingerbread Man’. 
We couldn’t believe it when we watched the CCTV and 
we saw him running around our classroom! The 
children have loved writing descriptive wanted posters 
to display around school. We even made our own 
gingerbread man. It was delicious! We are very excited 
for our trip to the Whitley Bay Playhouse to watch 
Peter Pan! Miss Beetham. 
 

Y5 – Singing Stars at Durham Cathedral! 

 
Year 5 recently visited Durham Cathedral – to show off 
their singing skills! The day was the culmination of 9 
weeks of practice, working with Mrs Bryant-King and 
Mr Lee (from the outreach project) to learn lots of new 
songs The children had a really special day, 
performing alongside several other schools, and in 
front of a large and very appreciative audience. Mrs 
Miller. 

 

Our Unsung Heroes Project  

 
Following on from our visit to the Holy Trinity Church 
the children continued working on the project back in 
school. The children either worked with Marty 
Longstaff or with Janet from the No Limits theatre. The 
children had to think about three emotions: sad, mad 
and glad. They wrote as many words as they could 
think of which made them feel those emotions. After 
talking about the soldiers going to war, the children 
thought back to these emotions and created some 
lines which could be fit together into a song. Marty had 
already produced a fantastic chorus for the children to 
learn, so the children came together and sang the 
chorus absolutely beautifully. We are looking forward 
to working with Janet and Marty again as we prepare 
for the opening of War Horse at the Sunderland 
Empire. Miss Hunter & Miss McLoughlin. 
 

The GPS Choir ‘light up’ Keel Square! 

 
Recently, our choir performed at the Christmas 
lights switch-on in Keel square, opening the event 
in front of a packed crowd. They had worked very 
hard to prepare, and had prepared 3 songs to 
entertain the crowd, including our ‘Grangetown 
Anthem’ which was even played on Sun Fm 
radio, twice! The children rubbed shoulders with 
local celebrities and were introduced individually 
by Simon and Lauren from Sun Fm. The Choir 
were absolutely amazing - they certainly rose to 
the occasion and wowed everyone in the crowd-
especially when the glow sticks came out during 
our Grangetown song! Everyone was so excited 
after the performance and we had an abundance 
of compliments, including on the SunFM the next 
day! Well done to our fabulous Choir, you were 
outstanding and all your hard work and dedication 
certainly paid off. Mrs Bryant King. 
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Mega Machines in Year 5! 

 
Y5 had an amazing day working with Hayley and Emily 
from The Centre for Life during our Mega Machines 
science workshop. The children spent the whole day 
exploring forces and investigating how gears, pulleys 
and levers work. They started off the day with a circus 
workshop where the children had to identify which 
forces were present during the different activities. Then 
the children made various gear chains and 
investigated how the different sized gears worked. 
After lunch the children looked at levers and pulleys 
and then to finish off the day, the children had to put 
into practice everything that they had learned and 
construct a ‘Mega-Machine’ which resulted in Hayley 
being cream-pied. Mrs Miller. 
 

Once upon a time… 

 
Miss Lambton’s class have really enjoyed learning 
about different traditional tales. We have been reading 
the stories of ‘Hansel and Gretel’ and ‘The 
Gingerbread man’. Whilst learning about the 
gingerbread man the children found out that he had 
escaped in school. They made fantastic wanted 
posters and wrote instructions on how to catch a 
gingerbread man. The children have also enjoyed 
learning all about ginger and have designed their own 
gingerbread house. Miss Lambton. 

Year 4 go down the Mine at Beamish! 

 
On 12

th
 November, the year 4 children had a fantastic 

visit to Beamish Open Air Museum. When we first 
arrived, we took part in a fabulous workshop called 
‘Just One Spark’ where we were shown the history of 
the Davy lamp. We learnt all about how miners used to 
test for flammable gases in the mines and watched 
some amazing explosive experiments to show us how 
dangerous these gases really were. We then went 
down the mine so that we could really see what life 
would have been like. We then visited the school 
where we were taught as the children would have 
been in Victorian times. We also visited the Methodist 
Church and the Pit Cottages. We all had a fabulous 
day and are looking forward to visiting again in the 
Spring term. Mrs Millican. 
 

Year 5 Trampoline Festival! 

 
Y5 had a fabulous morning at the Trampoline Festival, 
at the AAA Sports Centre in Southwick. The children 
used a wide range of equipment, including 
trampolines, vault and floor area. They were divided 
into three groups (with Eppleton Primary School) and 
explored the different activity areas, supported by 
experienced gymnastic coaches. The children were all 
worn out by the end of the day! Mrs Miller. 
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Thurs 13 Dec. Yr 1 to Panto.    KS2 Christmas Show 2pm/6pm. 
Tues 18 Dec. EYFS & KS1 Nativity. 
Wed 19 Dec. Christmas Dinner (note new date: Wed instead of Tues) 
Fri 21 Dec. 12.15-1.00 - Carol Service, St Aidan’s Church. 
Mon 24 Dec–Fri 4 Jan: Xmas & New Year holiday. Happy Xmas! 
Mon 7 Jan. Spring Term begins! Happy New Year! 
Mon 28 Jan. Staff Training Day. School closed. 

 

 

For a full set of dates, please see our website 

http://www.grangetown.sunderland.sch.uk/

