
See this in glorious colour at: www.grangetown.sunderland.sch.uk  

 

Well done to our SATs Stars! 
We’d like to congratulate 
our Year 6 and Year 2 
children on successfully 
completing their SATs. 
These ‘end of Key Stage 
national tests’, focusing on 
English and Maths and set 
by the Government, are 
very comprehensive and 
challenging. Our children 

worked incredibly hard, and were 100%  focused, and 
we are very proud of them for the way they tackled the 
assessments. We would also like to thank our fantastic 
staff, for teaching the children with such expertise, and 
for the way they supported and nurtured the children, 
helping them to meet every challenge successfully. 
Well done to every pupil, and well done Miss 
McLoughlin and Mrs Napier (Year 6) and To Miss 
Donaldson, Miss Stapler, Miss Duggan and Mrs 
Appleton (Year 2). A huge thankyou to all of the GPS 
mams, dads and carers too – your support has been 
amazing throughout the whole year – Thankyou! 
 

Year 5 discover Galley’s Gill 

 
Recently, as part of their Lost Landscapes and 
Learning project, Year 5 had a wonderful visit to 
Galley’s Gill – a park close to the River Wear in 
Sunderland. The first task the children took part in was 
to look at old industries from Sunderland, including 
glass making, rope making, fishing, and mining. We 
then walked closer to the river and sketched drawings, 
using charcoal, of the Wearmouth Bridge. Each group 
took turns to investigate the old railway tunnel and look 
for clues about the past. Finally, we went for a walk 
along the riverside looking at plants, wildlife and 
industry. We all had a fabulous time. Mrs Millican. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Year 4 Explore the Rainforest  

 
As part of their Radiant Rainforest topic, Year 4 visited 
the Sunderland Winter Gardens. They investigated the 
different plants which are grown there and learnt all 
about the ingredients which grow on these plants. 
They learnt about the conditions which the plants need 
in order to grow. During the visit, the children skilfully 
carried out research, using the information on the 
various displays. We were given special permission to 
feed the Koi which the children especially enjoyed. 
After the visit to the Winter Gardens, we popped next 
door to Mowbray Park, to have a picnic and play some 
team games. The children had a fantastic morning and 
behaved brilliantly! Well done everyone. Miss Hunter  
 

‘Cops and Robbers’ in Year 1! 

 
The children in Year 1 were lucky enough to receive a 
visit from PC Catherine. She came into the school and 
taught us all about what the police do. The children 
had fantastic questions for her! Catherine let the 
children try on her uniform - it was very heavy! She 
then let the children play ‘cops and robbers’ dressing 
up and using real hand-cuffs. The children even 
arrested Miss Beetham and Miss Stell! They all then 
got the chance to sit in her car and listen to the sirens. 
Miss Beetham and Miss Stell. 
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Messy Play at GPS – Free! 
 

Great fun for you & your little one! 
 

Every Tuesday 1.30-2.30 
 

Age from birth – 4 
 

Book your place by ringing 514 0101 
 

For more information & photos see 
Facebook: @NurseryGrangetown 
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Pond dipping fun for Reception! 

 
We really enjoyed our visit to Elba Park to go pond 
dipping, with Groundworks North East. When we 
arrived at the park we were met by our instructor who 
took us on a walk through the park. When we got to 
the pond, we were given large nets, dipped them in the 
water, and emptied them into large tubs. Using 
magnifying glasses, we found lots of bugs and critters. 
We even found a fish with strange eyes! At the end, 
we returned the creatures back into the water. Thank 
you Groundworks for an excellent morning! Miss Tose 
and Miss Lambton. 
 

Dans la forêt tropicale du Congo 

 
In year 4, the children have linked their learning about 
the rainforest with Miss Hunter to the Congo rainforest 
in central Africa. This has given them the opportunity 
to understand a little more about where else in the 
world French is spoken. We also researched which 
animals are native to this area and their names in 
French. We finished this off with some art work and 
some written French explaining which animals can be 
found there and which ones we like. What a lovely way 
to learn French! Mrs Blackett. 
 

Hitting the Surf at Seaburn! 

 
The children in years 5 and 6 were once again given 
the fantastic opportunity to ‘Hit the Surf’ at Seaburn 
Beach. First, they took part in a very important 
presentation and discussion about water safety – all 
joining-in pretending to be waves and currents!  They 
looked at what the different flags mean and how to 
keep themselves safe in the water. Once the children 
had changed into their wetsuits and completed warm 
up tasks, they divided into two groups. The first activity 
was to work with friends to save each other by running 
through the waves and using a rescue torpedo to bring 
them back to safety. Next, the children used body 
boards to paddle out into the sea and surf the amazing 
waves back towards the shore. The children had a 
wonderful time. Mrs Millican. 
 

Keeping Safe in Year 6! 

 
The Year 6 children visited Safety Works in Newcastle 
to learn more about how to keep safe, inside and 
outside of the home. They spent time with an officer 
from the Fire Service and learned about objects in the 
home that can cause fires and what do to in the case 
of a fire. They also took part in a session with St. 
John’s Ambulance, learning what to do if a person is 
unresponsive and how to safely put a person into the 
recovery position. The children met a transport police 
officer, and discussed how to keep safe and get help 
when using the Metro or rail systems. The children 
found out about peer pressure and what it is like to be 
arrested and taken to a police station. The final 
session was about crossing the road safely. The 
children had a great morning and learned many ways 
to keep safe as they are becoming older and more 
independent. Miss McLoughlin. 
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A trip back in time for Y1VS! 

 
To end our topic all about toys, Y1VS visited The 
Discovery Museum in Newcastle. We completed a 
workshop looking at toys from the past. We were able 
to hold lots of the toys and explore the materials which 
they are made from. We then compared them to the 
toys which we play with now and talked about the 
similarities and differences between these. As always, 
the children’s behaviour was superb and they were 
fantastic role models for GPS! Miss Stell. 

 

Fun at Whitehouse Farm for Y1KB 

 
As part of our topic, Y1KB visited Whitehouse Farm. 
We were in luck as the weather was beautiful! The 
children got to feed many animals such as alpacas, 
donkeys, sheep, lambs, goats and horses. They even 
got to bottle-feed the lambs! The children were very 
brave and followed all of the rules. After packed lunch, 
we got to ride on the tractor and play in the park 
having lots of fun in the sun! To end our busy day, the 
children all got to hold lots of small animals in the 
petting barn. The children's behaviour was exceptional 
during the full trip. They had such a fantastic day that 
most of the children fell asleep on the bus journey 
back to school. A day well ended! Miss Beetham. 

 

Sea Less Plastic Project 

 
Year 6 are taking part in the ‘Sea Less Plastic’ project, 
focusing on the environment. On completion of the 
project, we’ll receive the prestigious ‘John Muir Award’, 
which demonstrates that the children are aware of 
environmental issues and have undertaken some 
conservation work. The first session took place in 
school, where the children were introduced to the 
project. They learned about who John Muir was – a 
conservationist – and what he achieved in his lifetime.  
They thought about how difficult it was to safely 
dispose of waste materials, especially plastics, and the 
impact these have on the environment. They played a 
game to show how we can be better at recycling and 
reusing and not be as wasteful. The session ended 
with the children designing posters to promote 
recycling, reusing and reducing of materials. The 
second and third sessions of the project will see the 
children exploring the local beach environment – we 
can’t wait! Miss McLoughlin. 
 

Year 6 Lambton Estate  

 
Some of the Year 6 children spent a fantastic day at 
the Lambton Estate, to learn about the jobs that people 
do to keep such a huge place running. To start the 
visit, they spent time with the shepherd and the sheep 
shearers to watch the sheep have their thick fleeces 
removed. It was great to be so near to the animals and 
to see how quick each sheep can be sheared. The 
children then visited the estate office, where they saw 
where documents are kept and how the estate is run.  
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The also had the chance to see some Highland cows 
and their calves. The children visited Biddick Hall, 
where Lord Lambton lives when he spends time on his 
estate. The children saw the different drawing rooms, 
library and bedrooms. Later on in the morning, the 
children put on bee-keeping outfits and learned how 
bees make honey and visited the hives – luckily no 
one was stung! Just before lunch, the children met the 
gamekeeper and his four excitable dogs. The children 
had great fun throwing the ball for the dogs and 
chasing them about. The last part of the visit was 
visiting the remaining part of Lambton Castle. Here the 
children found out about what the castle was used for 
and its plans for the future. They even visited the 
basement which was very dark and full of rooms and 
tunnels. The children had a great day and learned a 
great deal about the estate and jobs that such a place 
has to offer. Who knows, one of the children may work 
there in the future! Miss McLoughlin. 
 

Science Week – Into the Great Outdoors! 

 
We had a very successful ‘Science Week’. Each class 
took part in numerous activities and had fun exploring 
the great outdoors. The children took part in practical 
Science lessons where they tried to identify flowers, 
trees and insects in and around the school. Our 
classes even ventured to local parks and woodlands to 
further explore nature. Y1 – went on a mini-beast hunt 
and made their own ‘bubble wands’. Y2 – read the 
story – The Man who Planted Trees, designed their 
own woodland creature and wrote a descriptive piece 
of writing about their fictional creature, did a leaf hunt 
and sorted their leaves according to a given criteria 
and looked at the life-cycle of an Acorn Tree. Y3 
worked with Caron from the Woodlands Trust and did 
a ‘Tree Dressing’ activity. They had a ‘Picnic in the 
Park’ at Backhouse Park and designed their own 
Woodland creature and did a mini-beast hunt. Y4 also 
worked with Caron from the Woodlands Trust and did 
the ‘Tree Dressing’ activity and had a ‘Picnic in the 
Park at Mowbray Park. Year 5 – did a photography 
project, taking pictures from different views as if they 
were a bird or an ant, then used them in class to make 
a Picollage iPad presentation. They went on a leaf 
hunt at Backhouse Park and used their collection back 
in school to make pictures. They used water-colour 
pencil and sketched a woodland view using a view 
finder. Then they finished off the week by giving a 
whole school assembly sharing their fabulous work 

and their knowledge about why trees are important to 
the environment. Y6 identified and researched 
common British trees, then used water-colour pencil to 
sketch different leaves and trees which have made a 
fabulous display in the Y6 classroom. Mrs Miller. 
 

We’re off to see the wizard! 
This half term Y6 are 
‘following the yellow brick 
road’ working on a production 
of The Wizard of Oz! We held 
auditions, allocated the parts 
and have already started 
putting the scenes together. 

Y6 have been working very hard learning the songs, 
acting and getting to know their parts. We have only 
been practicing for just over a week and I’m already 
very impressed with their enthusiasm and talent. It was 
a difficult choice picking the main parts, but after much 
deliberation they were allocated as follows: Dorothy - 
Shauna, Scarecrow - Ellie, Tinman – Martins, Lion – 
Emma, Wicked Witch - Katie, Good Witch – Jessica, 
Wizard of Oz - Dominic, Aunt Em- Hannah, Uncle 
Henry – Luke. The rest of the children will be playing 
the parts of munchkins, emerald city folk and the 
guards of the wicked witch. Keep up the hard work Y6 
- good luck! I know you’ll be fabulous! Mrs Bryant-King. 

 The show is set for Tuesday 10
th
 July, 2.00pm and 

6.00pm – tickets will be available very soon. 

 Rehearsal photos will feature in our next Newsletter. 

Dates for your Diary 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Mon 18 June: Y6 Beach exploration. 
Tues 19 June: NSPCC Assemblies in school. 
Wed 20 June: Y5 cricket at Ashbrooke. 
Wed 20 June: Y6 Beach cleaning. 
Wed 20 June: Y3 to Segedunum. 
Wed 20 June: Y4 to Beamish. 
Mon 18 & 20 June: Y6 Roker Beach). 
Mon 25 June – Fri 29th June: Book Fair in School – open to 
parents and carers 8.30-8.45am and 3.15-3.30pm. 
Mon 25 June: Y5MB Parent Workshop. 
Mon 25 June: Y6 Work Discovery Day at SoL. 
Tues 26 June: Group of Y5 children to FabLab (Sunderland Uni). 
Tues 26 June: Y4SH Parent Workshop. 
Wed 27 June: Y5&6 NSPCC Workshops. 
Wed 27 June: Y3 Parent Workshop. 
Thurs 28 Jun: French Day. 
Thurs 28 June: New Nursery Stay & Play (12.30-1.00). 
Mon 2nd July – Fri 6th July: Health Week. 
Fri 6 July: Sports Day (am EYFS & KS1; pm KS2). 
Mon 2nd July: Y5 to Galley’s Gill. 
Tues 3rd July: Group of Y5 children to FabLab (Sunderland Uni). 
Mon 9th July – Fri 13th July: Bikeability – All day. 
Tues 10th July: ‘Wizard of Oz’ show (2.00pm & 6.00pm). 
Wed 11th July: Y6 to Tall Ships arts day. 
Thurs 12th July: Grangetown’s Got Talent Auditions (am). 
Thurs 12th July: Summer Fayre - 2.30-4.00pm. 
Tues 17th July: Grangetown’s Got Talent 1.30-2.30pm. 
Wed 18th July: Violin Summer Concert 2.30-3.00pm. 
Thurs 19th July: Summer Disco 3.30-5.00pm. 
Fri 20th July: School closes at 1.00pm for Summer Hols. 

 

 

For a full set of dates, please see our website 
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