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Our magical Harvest Festival! 

 
We were overwhelmed this year by your fantastic 
response to our Harvest Festival. Thank you for your 
incredible generosity. The school hall was full with 
parents, carers, friends and family who all came to 
support the children, who sang and performed a 
variety of songs, hymns and poems. Members of our 
new School Council introduced the assembly and each 
class - we were so proud of them. For some, it was the 
very first time they had spoken to such a large 
gathering. Your contributions this year have been 
donated to the Sunderland City Centre food bank, 
based in the Bethany Church, Bede Tower.  They were 
incredibly grateful for your generosity as they 
explained that they had been running very short of 
tinned goods which they use to make up food parcels. 
They have passed on their thanks (we even Tweeted 
their letter!). Ms Cole. 
 

EYFS Stagecoach tour – ‘On the Buses’! 

 
Stagecoach visited early years as part of our ‘Are we 
there yet’ transport topic. We learned all about the 
different types of buses that we have in Sunderland 
and two visiting emus came to show us one of the 
buses! We all had a look around the bus and went on 
a little ride to Seaburn. We enjoyed ringing the bell and 
singing ‘The wheels on the bus’ on our tour of 
Sunderland! Foundation Stage Team.  
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Our Victorian School Day 

 
To end our Time Travellers topic, Year 2 held a 
Victorian themed school day. The children dressed up 
for the occasion and they looked fantastic! We had rich 
children, poor children and even the Artful Dodger! The 
children started their day singing ‘Food Glorious Food’ 
from the film Oliver Twist in our Harvest Festival. They 
then came back to the classroom and took part in a 
Victorian lesson. They had to be very careful not to 
break the rules as they would receive the cane as 
punishment! We also tasted traditional Victorian food 
such as saveloy, peas pudding, homemade bread and 
Victoria sponge cake. We ended the day playing funny 
parlour games. Miss Stabler.  
 

We’ll meet again… 

 
The Year 6 children took part in a World War 2 Day to 
celebrate the end of our topic ‘Keep Calm and Carry 
On’. They came to school dressed as evacuees or 
other people from the war, such as land girls. In Maths 
on the previous day, the children made their own gas 
mask boxes to be worn on World War 2 Day. The 
actual day began with the children taking part in the 
Harvest assembly. The children explained what 
rationing was and how important farming was during 
the war and performed the song ‘Yes! We Have No 
Bananas’. During the day they made an evacuee 
identity label and completed an identification card.  
They also had the opportunity to make and taste some 
World War 2 recipes, such as a carrot sandwich filling 
and an apple dessert. The learned about how 
information was communicated through Morse code 
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GRANGETOWN NEWSLETTER  

Thankyou to the Grangetown Friends! 
We’d like to thank our ‘Friends’ group for their 
fantastic fundraising efforts. Their recent generous 
donation has made it possible to have the 
playground markings done – this work will be 
completed in mid-November. 
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and used it to decode sentences and write their own 
secret sentences. The children also watched 
‘Goodnight Mr Tom’, which is about a boy evacuee.  
This allowed the children to see many of the things 
they had been learning about, such as an Anderson 
Shelter being built and the Blitz in London. The 
children had a fantastic day and it was a lovely way to 
end our topic which the children had really enjoyed. 
Miss McLoughlin. 
 

Year 2 visit Beamish Museum 

 
As part of our topic ‘Time Travellers’ Year 2 
visited Beamish Museum in Durham. While we 
were there the children got to experience what life 
was like 100 years ago. We started the day off by 
taking a ride on an old tram which took us to the 
town. There we explored different shops and 
businesses. We got to try delicious old fashioned 
sweets and freshly baked cakes. After our lunch 
we went down the mine where the children were 
taught about life as a miner. We explored the 
cottages and sat on outdoor toilets!  We also 
visited the school and drew on slate. The children 
especially enjoyed playing with the old 
equipment. We had a fantastic day and it really 

brought our learning to life. Miss Stabler. 
 
Spirits of the Sea!  

To celebrate and conclude 
our ‘Read All About It’ topic, 
children visited Hullabaloo 
Theatre in Darlington to 
watch a fantastic play called 
‘Spirits of the Sea’. The 
children were transported to 
a stormy sea….then rescued 
by a fisherman who led them 
to his shelter. Here, they 
heard lots of tales of the sea 
and stories about a brave 
young girl. The show 
included live music, singing 

and a shadow puppet show. All of the children were 
enthralled, and had a fantastic afternoon.  Miss Hunter.   

 

Captain Scraggy Beard! 

 
Year 1 visited City Library recently, as we had heard a 
Pirate had landed ashore and wanted to recruit some 
new crew members!  Captain Scraggy Beard met us at 
the library and told us about his adventures on his 
ship, which he’d crashed into Wearmouth Bridge on 
his way to meet us!  He had a magic mirror and if we 
closed one eye and looked side to side into the mirror 
a beautiful image of a mermaid would appear. Some of 
the children were lucky enough to catch a glimpse of 
her. We all made a ‘Pirate Promise’ to always do our 
very best and we were allowed to bring some treasure 
back to school to guard for the Captain. The children 
had a wonderful time - we hope they told you all about 
it when they got home. Mrs Dolan & Miss Moody. 
 

Year 1 Visit Ashbourne Lodge 
Mrs Dolan’s class recently 
visited Ashbourne Lodge to 
sing our Harvest songs and 
take part in Halloween crafts. 
They had a great afternoon 
working alongside the residents 

to make hats, decorations and pictures.  We had some 
juice and treats while we were there!  We very much 
look forward to visiting again near to Christmas and we 
would like to thank the staff at Ashbourne Lodge for 
hosting the visit. Mrs Dolan. 
 

Year 3 Roald Dahl Drama Afternoon! 
Recently, year 3 
took part in a 
Roald Dahl ‘drama 
afternoon’, led by 
Big Foot Arts. They 
were invited to use 
clues to discover 
four of the different 
Roald Dahl stories 

and unlock a range of exciting activities. Throughout 
the afternoon they created their own chocolate bar 
advert, made their own marvellous medicine, invented 
a new giant and described their favourite teacher! The 
children had a thoroughly enjoyable afternoon and 
represented the school brilliantly.  Miss Fraser. 



www.grangetown.sunderland.sch.uk 

We’re all Eager Readers! 

 
This year we are launching our new and exciting Eager 
Readers scheme. Children can earn rewards by 
reading for 10 to 20 minutes each night. Each class 
has their own reading race which children can travel 
through and earn prizes. In order to earn a prize you 
must fill in one page of signatures at the back of your 
home school diary. Our newly elected School Council 
gathered suggestions from all of the children and ten 
prizes have been chosen. If your child completes the 
reading race, they can earn our top prize…a £5 ASDA 
voucher! We hope you will support your children and 
encourage them to read at home as often as possible. 
Miss Hunter & Miss Stabler. 
 

Our fab E-safety morning! 

 
Year 5 had a great morning learning how to stay safe 
online with Martin Bailey ( @Animate2Educate ). We 
started the morning by using the internet to find out 
information about ‘Tree octopi’. The children all 
believed that a tree octopus was a real creature 
because the website looked genuine and it had photos 
and quotes from people who have seen them.  This 
showed the children that they are not to believe 
everything they see on the internet no matter how 
convincing the site looks.  After that we learned about 
not sharing our private information with anyone on line 
because they might not be who they say they are. 
Finally, we finished the morning by creating our own 
‘WeeMee’ which is an avatar that the children can use 
as their profile picture. Using an avatar is much safer 
than using their real picture. If you would like to create 
your own ‘WeeMee’ you can download the App - 
‘WeeMee’ for free. Mrs Miller. 

EYFS visit Backhouse Park 

 
Early years had a fantastic time visiting Backhouse 
Park. On the way we made sure we listened to the 
adults especially when crossing busy roads. When we 
got to the park, we walked down the hill and found that 
some of the leaves had begun to fall from the trees. 
Underneath the leaves, we found lots and lots of 
conkers and their shells! We took some back to school 
to use in our craft area. We are so lucky to have such 
a beautiful park on our doorstep! FS Team. 
 

We’re all working hard in Spanish! 

 
Year 6 have been working hard and collaborating with 
pupils from ‘Colegio la Enseñanza’ (Spain) as part of 
our project ‘eTwinning Noticias TV: We are active 
citizen journalists’. We have been celebrating the 
digital citizenship weeks (10-27

th
 October) learning 

about how to stay safe on the internet. We have 
created our own ‘digital pledge’, some videos, collages 
and a poster competition. Great job Year 6! 
¡Fantástico! Year 5 continue working on their topic: ‘Yo 
viajo a Barcelona’ (‘I travel to Barcelona’. We have 
been recapping the singular form of regular verbs (Yo, 
tú, él, ella) and we have just introduced the plural form 
(nosotros, vosotros and ellos). We have played the 
game ‘El espía’ (The spy) and we’ve even made  our 
own version of the Barcelona FC anthem with the 
‘green screen’ app.  Year 4 are doing a great job 
learning ‘Los días de la semana’ (The days of the 
week). We have been singing the song ‘¿Qué día es 
hoy?’ (What day is it today?), and we’ve been creating 
rap dances. How do you say in Spanish ‘Monday, 
Thursday and Friday’?  Year 3 have been recapping 
greetings through games and the song ‘Hola, Hola’ - 
they have been creating their own rap version and 

https://twitter.com/Animate2Educate
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D a t e s  f o r  yo u r  D i a r y !  

 
 
 

 

Tues 8 Nov.E-Safety KS1/KS2 (inc Parents’ 9.00-9.45) 
Wed 9 Nov. EYFS Visit to Sikh Gurdwara Temple 
Mon 14 Nov. Nursery (Mrs Mitchell) Parent/Teacher 

Consultations   /  Technology Tom Year 5 
Week beginning 14 Nov. National Anti-Bullying Week. 
Tues 15 Nov. Reception (Miss Tose), Y1RM, Y4SH & 

Y5MB Parent/Teacher Consultations 
Wed 16 Nov. Y3EF & Y6LM Parent/Teacher Consultations 
Thurs 17 Nov. Y1HD, Y4JE, Y5MB & Y6AM 

Parent/Teacher Consultations 
Thurs 24 Nov. Y2NS Parent/Teacher Consultations 
Mon 5 Dec. EYFS Parent Workshop. 
Tues 6 Dec. EYFS Whitehouse Farm. 
Thurs 8th Dec a.m. Christmas Concert 
Mon 12 Dec. 2.15-3.00. EYFS & KS1 Nativity. 
Thurs 15 Dec. 1.45 / 6.00 Peter Pan – Christmas Show! 

Wed 21 Dec. End of term (1.00pm from St Aidan’s Church) 

working hard in their new Spanish notebooks. We 
completed the lyrics of the song ‘Hola, hola’ and took 
notes of the vocabulary and structures of the unit. 
What does ‘Estoy mal’ and ‘Hasta mañana’ mean? 
Years 1 and 2 are making a great progress while 
learning greetings and colours. We’ve learnt the 
question ¿De qué color es? What colour is it? How do 
you say red, yellow and blue in Spanish? ¡Bien hecho 
chicos y chicas! Miss Rodríguez. 
 

Y5 Centre for Life Visit 

 
Emma (year 5) has written a brilliant account of the 
visit: On Thursday 13

th
 October, Year 5 visited the 

Centre for Life in Newcastle to learn more about space. 
Firstly, we lined up to go on the bus (the bus was little 
and white) to head for Newcastle. The bus journey 
seemed like it took forever! Finally we arrived and went 
into the planetarium. I loved how the top was moving. 
We all saw comets, asteroids, planets, dwarf planets 
and so many constellations and the different phases of 
the moon (it was amazing!). Before lunch, we went to 
see the Animal Inside Out exhibition. The animals had 
no skin!  You could see the guts, intestines and blood 
cells. It was so interesting! Personally, my favourite 
animals were the giraffe and the elephants. There 
were two giraffes - one was all blood cells and the 
other had guts and intestines and if you looked closely 
you could see the brain! Then after building up an 
appetite it was time for lunch (I think everyone was 
hungry). We were sitting eating our lunch in the café 
which was really posh. After that we went in the animal 
inside out exhibition again as we didn’t have much 
time before lunch. This time I spent more time looking 
at the elephant and the horse. Did you know the 
average approximate size of a cat brain is 5cm long? 
Wow, that’s small! Next, we went on the 4D motion 
ride (my favourite part of the trip). It was a themed 
rollercoaster and we watched a short film called 
‘Catacombs’. The chairs moved from side to side and 
everyone was screaming so you can imagine how loud 
it was. Although it was fake, it felt very real! The 
curiosity zone was great and I loved it when I went and 

played with music blocks. You placed certain blocks in 
particular places and it made a sound. I also tried out 
the disk thing but didn’t quite get it. Then we went to 
the science theatre show it was really funny. Dylan 
stomped on an air cushion and fired pretend poop at 
McKenzie but missed. Finally, we went to the gift shop 
and bought lots of different things. My friend got a 
giant sherbet stick but I bought a bouncy ball a 3D 
giraffe card and a lolly pop. Finally (this was sad!) we 
lined up and went to the bus. We crossed rivers, the 
city of Newcastle, past trees, roads and back to 
Grangetown Primary School. It was a great day and I’d 
love to visit again. 
 

Year 4 visit to Seven Stories 

 
The year 4 children visited Seven Stories as part of 
their topic ‘Read All About It’. Throughout the topic, the 
children had been reading Toro! Toro! by Michael 
Morpurgo and they all thoroughly enjoyed it. When 
they arrived at Seven Stories, they took part in a 
workshop which looked at the work of Michael 
Morpurgo. In the exhibit, they saw lots of artefacts 
which had inspired his other famous stories. The 
children then used this as inspiration and had a turn at 
creating some of their own short stories. To get the 
children thinking about different characters, they 
looked at sketches by Beatrix Potter. Their favourite 
part of the day was when they all dressed up. The 
children had a fantastic day and it was a lovely way to 
inspire children with their own writing. Miss Hunter. 
 


