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A Pirate treat for Year 6! 

 
Lewis and Josh write: Year 6 went to the cinema for 
a treat after working so hard leading up to the SATs 
and for doing their very best during the actual SATs 
week. We went to the Empire Cinema in town to see 
the new Pirates of the Caribbean film - Dead Men Tell 
No Tales. After a lovely walk into town in the sunshine 
we settled down to watch the film in a screen of our 
own. The film was full of action and very funny. We all 
had a great time - it was a thrill to watch and a very 
good way to celebrate the end of SATs. By Lewis 
Newton and Josh Godfrey (both year 6). 
 

Our Exciting Trip! 

 
Rose (year 2) writes: On Monday 5

th
 June year 2 

went to Washington Wetland Trust. We went to look at 
different habitats. When we got there we met Joanne. 
In the morning went to the wet forest. Next Joanne 
gave us a pot and a brush and said “be careful”. We 
went to catch bugs and I found a beetle, a tiny bug and 
a millipede. We made our own insect with leaves, tiny 
sticks and pinecones and I called mine Lex the Lizard. 
Next we went pond dipping and I caught a water 
dragon. I went to look at the flamingos and the otters. 
After that we had lunch in a café and Miss Stabler did 
as well. In the afternoon we went to look at the birds. 
Then we went inside and Joanne showed us an 
elephant tusk, animal skulls, crocodile skin, snake skin 
and an antler. Then we went to the duckery to see the 
ducklings. Finally we fed the birds. We had a great 
day! By Rose Seery, Year 2. 
 

 

To the Lighthouse! 

 
Year 1 have been learning all about journeys and we 
have been reading the story the Lighthouse Keeper’s 
Lunch. To end our exciting topic we visited three 
different lighthouses. We visited Cliff Park lighthouse, 
Roker lighthouse and Souter Lighthouse. We 
compared all three and discussed where they were. 
We did some lovely drawings of Cliff Park lighthouse 
and used a telescope to look across to Roker 
Lighthouse. The weather was lovely so we were able 
to go on the beach where we made lighthouses out of 
the sand and decorated pebbles in a range of different 
patterns. The children had a fantastic day and their 
behaviour was impeccable as always.  
 

Y6 Lambton Estate Visit 
Year 6 had a 
fantastic visit 
to the Lambton 
Estate. Bob, 
our guide, 
invited us to 
speak to 

different 
people who 
were working 

on the Estate, so that they could tell us about their 
jobs. We started by visiting the stables where we met 
Monty the horse. Sue told us all about working at the 
stables and the children took turns grooming Monty. 
We then visited the Estate offices to look at the old 
ledgers. Outside, some children fed the highland cattle 
(digestive biscuits!). We then had a tour of Biddick Hall 
which was absolutely beautiful - we were even 
welcomed with chocolates, crisps and juice! We ended 
the morning by talking to the bee keepers and looking 
at some of the hives to find out all about bees and 
honey. After we’d eaten our packed lunches, we met 
the Estate game keeper who brought with him some 
wonderfully energetic dogs! Finally, we had a really 
interesting tour of Lambton Castle - even venturing 
down to the cellars! We had an amazing day and 
would like to thank all of the staff who work on the 
Estate for making us feel so welcome! Mrs Millican. 
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Oh I do like to be beside the Seaside! 

 
This half term year 1 are going to be learning all about 
the weather. We are going to look at the weather 
where we live and compare it to the weather in 
different countries, linking this to places which we 
might visit on holiday. This topic will also link well to 
our local history week as we will be discussing 
holidays from the past. Miss Stell  
 

EYFS are on a Journey! 
Our journeys topic started 
with looking at our own local 
area of Sunderland. We did 
a tour of Sunderland and 
visited places such as 
Penshaw Monument and the 
Stadium of Light. We then 
linked up with a school in 
Spain called Laude Newton 
school who sent us 
postcards. We really 
enjoyed sending our 
postcards back to them! We 
learned all about Spain, 
made paella and especially 

enjoyed learning the chocolate dance! Our class pets 
went on their own trips and sent us a postcard from 
Africa! We learned how to play the djembe drums and 
looked at African animals. We then moved onto France 
as we have linked-up with a school in Bordeaux! We’re 
having a French breakfast morning on Friday – we 
can’t wait to eat croissants and crepes! Along the way 
we have made our own aeroplanes, had our own post 
office and travel agents and made our own passports! 
Foundation Stage Team. 
 

Y5 trip to Donnison School 

 
Katie and Hannah (year 5) write: On the 12

th
 June, 

we time-travelled to an exhilarating Victorian School. 
When we got there, we entered the classroom and had 

to dress up in Victorian clothes and sit down in rows of 
girls and boys. A very strict Victorian teacher came into 
the room and she talked to us about the rules. Our 
teacher was called Miss Vincent. She told us that if we 
get our sums or spellings wrong we would get the 
cane! Miss Vincent demonstrated on Martins and 
asked what hand he wrote with (they would hit you on 
the opposite hand that the pupil wrote with and hit you 
6 times across the hand) and told him to bend over for 
striking him on his backside (pretending!). We then 
went outside and did a PE drill. We formed a circle 
around Miss Vincent and marched around her. We 
turned around and repeated it the opposite way. After 
that, we went back inside and she checked our hands 
for dirty children. Shauna and Dylan (the monitors) 
handed out the slates and slate pencils ready for a 
spelling and arithmetic test. If we made a mistake then 
we would have to write the correct answer out 5 times. 
That was our exciting Victorian experience at 
Donnison School and Y5 enjoyed it so much that they 
would love to go back. By Katie & Hannah 
 

Mayan Magic! 

 
The topic in Year 6 this term is ‘Mayan Magic’ and is 
all about the ancient Maya civilisation. The children 
have read a legend about the Hero Twins and then 
wrote their own legend based on this. They have 
researched the city of Chichen Itza in Mexico and have 
produced a leaflet about this.  They also imagined they 
had visited Chichen Itza and wrote a postcard.  In art, 
they have designed and made their own ceremonial 
masks. In Design Technology, the children are going 
to design and then make using clay, a tile and a stela, 
which is a monumental stone. The children have also 
discovered how the Mayan society was organised, 
what they wore and how they farmed. We’re really 
enjoying the topic. Miss McLoughlin 
 

Year 4 Sound of Silence 
Year 4 are now doing a 
new topic called the 
Sound of Silence, 
inspired by a story about 
a young boy called 
Yoshio. The children are 
reading the story and 
learning about his 
journey to find silence. 
We are looking at 

different musical instruments and how they make 
sound. We will also take part in lots of science 
investigations into sound, how it’s made, how we hear 
sounds and how to change them. The children will use 
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what they have learnt from these investigations to 
create their own set of noise cancelling headphones. 
They’ll also create circuits with components which 
make noise - they’ve created their own switches so 
they could have a team buzzer for our girls vs boys 
quiz! Already, the children have produced some 
amazing descriptive language inspired by the story 
and I can’t wait to read their own versions of the story. 
Miss Hunter.  
 

Year 4 trip to Arbeia  

 
As part of our ‘Mighty Makers and Ruthless Romans’ 
topic, Year 4 visited Arbeia Roman Fort in South 
Shields. When they got there, they learnt that the fort 
was a very important one as it was a supply fort. 
Supplies were grown and stored there, before being 
transferred to soldiers on Hadrian’s Wall. The children 
were transformed into archaeologists and they used 
trowels to dig through the sand looking for Roman 
remains - some children even found animal bones! 
Once they had completed their dig, children were 
taken on a tour of the fort where they saw the barracks 
where soldiers would have lived. All of the children 
agreed they would have liked to have been a 
Commanding Officer with his large house and slaves 
rather than a legionnaire who had to share a tiny room 
with 7 other men. After touring the fort and seeing 
artefacts in the museum, the children created a piece 
of artwork inspired by the artefacts. All of the children 
had a fantastic day. Miss Edokpayi 
 

Oh I do like to be Beside the Seaside! 

 
Following on from our topic about Journeys, Year 1 will 
be learning all about holidays and the seaside. We will 
learn about the weather in different holiday 
destinations as well as keep a weather diary of the 
weather here in Sunderland! This topic will also link 
well to our local history week as we will be discussing 
holidays from the past and looking at old photographs 

of Seaburn and Roker, looking at similarities and 
differences that the children can see. Mrs Dolan. 
 

Light up Sunderland! 

 
Grace and Emelia (year 5) write: Five year 4s went 
to Durham for the ‘Light up Sunderland’ competition, 
(as we were semi-finalists). First we met Victoria who 
was our leader for the day, then took part in an activity 
- it was a challenge and we made people out of wire. 
Phoebe won that competition. Then we went off-road 
in a 4 by 4 car, it was so fun, and we felt like we were 
on a roller coaster. After that, we went into the 
Dragon’s Den, where there were 7 judges, including 
the Mayor of Durham. We did our presentation, 
speaking loudly and clearly so that all the judges could 
hear us. The Mayor asked us lots of questions about 
our entry and our school; she said she was really 
impressed with us. As soon as the presentation 
finished we got juice and chocolate biscuits. After 
lunch we met some of the people who worked for NPG 
and they helped us make different circuits. We all had 
a fantastic day. By Grace and Emelia.                  
 

Mighty Mayans  

 
In Year 5 our topic for this half-term is the ‘Mighty 
Mayans’. We will examine who they were and how 
their civilization was created.  We will also learn about 
their way of life including how their civilization 
developed over time, their religious beliefs and their 
daily life.  In our literacy lessons the children will look 
at ‘The Chocolate Tree’ by Linda Lowery. They will 
then spend time writing a creation story based on a 
Mayan myth. In art, the children will look at Mayan 
artefacts and in particular the Bonampak murals, 
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designing and creating their own version. In 
Computing, the children will build their own 3D model 
of the Mayan Chichen Itza temple, and then use the 
app ‘3D Zhu’ to create their own animation including 
background music and titles to their video. We’re 
looking forward to a fun-filled final half-term! Mrs 
Bracknall and Mrs Miller.  
 

Nursery Parent Workshop 

The children all enjoyed the opportunity to select a 
book from our school library and share it with their 
grown-ups. We all found a nice cosy spot to share lots 
of different books. Most of our children are moving 
through to Reception and they will be accessing a 
weekly library slot, so this was a lovely introduction to 
our library too. We all enjoyed refreshments before 
listening to a whole group story of one of our favourite 
books that we have read this year. All of the children 
were so excited to read ‘Stick Man’ and they all joined 
in with the well-known repeated phrases. Thank you so 
much to those who attended. 
 

Another fab month of Spanish! 

 
Year 6 continue doing a fantastic job while learning 
about ‘Global Goals’. We have been creating our 
songs to promote environmental education. We are 
looking forward to listening to the final versions. Year 5 
are learning how to make interrogative sentences by 
using ‘Wh-questions’. We have been searching for 
information about Barcelona and soon we are going to 
create cards with our ipads. Year 4 are doing a 
fantastic job while learning verb conjugation and 
sentence formation. Year 3 pupils have been trying 
their best while learning parts of the face. We have 
been singing the song ‘La cara’ (The face). We have 
just started learning how to make sentences using 
parts of the face and colours. Year 2 are doing a great 
job while learning ‘Los opuestos’ (the opposites). We 
have played some choral repetition games and learnt 

the song ‘Para bailar los opuestos’ (dancing with the 
opposites). Year 1 have been playing games and 
singing the song ¿Cómo te llamas?  (What’s your 
name?). Can you say in Spanish ‘My name is...? 
¡‘Hasta pronto!’ Miss Rodríguez    
 

Year 6 Visit to The Donnison  
Some of the 
Year 6 children 
visited The 

Donnison 
School to work 
with local artist, 
Lyn Killen.  At 
the school, the 
children learned 
about the 
Victoria Hall 
disaster of 1883, 
where 183 

children died.  The children were then each given a 
glass jar upon which the name of one of the children 
who had died was painted. Using paint and pens, the 
children decorated the jar to remember that child.  The 
children thought carefully about what designs to paint 
and what they thought that child may have liked.  The 
designs included rainbows, animals and flowers.  
These jars, along with others painted by children from 
others schools, were used in the memorial service held 
at Mowbray Park and then placed on display in 
Sunderland Minster.  Miss McLoughlin 
 

D a t es  f o r  yo u r  D i a r y!  

 
 

 
 

Wed 21 June. 2.15-3.15: Y5 Parents Workshop. 
Thurs 22 June. Y4 to Beamish. 
Fri 23 June. A.M. Y1HD to Ashbourne Lodge. 
Mon 26 June. Y6 Leavers' photos.  EYFS to Winter Gardens.  
Y4/5 Wilderness Day at Gibside (15 children). 
Mon 26 - 30 June. Book Fair in School. 
Tues 27 June. Y4 (9.15-10.30) & Y2 (2.00-3.15) Parent 
Workshops. 
Wed 28 June. Violin Afternoon. Y3 Parent Workshop (9.30-
10.30). 
Thurs 29 June. 1.00-2.00: Reception Parent Workshop. 
Mon 3-7 July. Health Week. 
Tues 4 July. Y3 - Broomhouse Farm. Nursery & Rec Parents' 
Meetings (2.30-3.15 current N going into Rec) (3.30: New N&R) 
Thurs 6 July. Sports Day (am EYFS&KS1, pm KS2). 
Tues 11 July. Y6 Leavers' Assembly (2.30). 
Wed 12 July. Y1 Parent Workshop (9.15-10.15). Nursery & 
Reception at Fuzzy Ed’s. Summer Concert (2.30pm). 
Thurs 13 July. 2.30-4.00pm: Summer Fayre. 
Tues 18 July. Move On Up Day (children are meeting next 
year’s teachers between 11-12) & Y6 at Southmoor all day 
Wed 19 July. Grangetown’s Got Talent! 
Thurs 20 July. Summer Disco 3.30-5.00pm. 
Fri 21 July. End of Term – School Closes at 1pm. 
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