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Our Amazing Nepal Adventure! 

 
On Wednesday 23

rd
 March myself (Miss Tose) and 

Mrs Cole will be jetting off to Nepal! We’ll take three 
aeroplanes, stopping at London, Doha and eventually 
at Kathmandu on Thursday 24

th
! The visit is fully 

funded, thanks to a successful bid we made to the 
British Council. The aim of our visit is to share good 
practice with our partner school in Kathmandu. Their 
particular interest is phonics so me and Mrs Cole will 
be delivering phonics training to class teachers and will 
conduct sessions with the children. We’ll also travel to 
their second school in Chitwan and meet the teachers 
and children there. We will take some time to explore 
the jungle area of Chitwan and will go on an Elephant 
safari ride! At the end of our trip we will travel to 
Pokhara where we will hopefully see some fantastic 
views of Mount Everest. We’re so excited to be able to 
have this once in a lifetime opportunity and will make 
sure we share our pictures with children and parents 
on our return to the UK!  Miss Tose and Mrs Cole 
 

Science Week 2016 – We all ‘Go Green’! 

 
We’ve had, yet again, a very successful Science 
Week!  This year our theme was ‘Go Green’, focusing 
on the environment. We started the week off with a 
whole school assembly on recycling delivered by 
Leanne from ‘Groundworks’. Groundworks came in 
everyday to deliver workshops on recycling with each 
year group. Once again we were joined by 
‘Technology Tom’. Each class worked with Tom, 
making various gadgets like a ‘rubbish grabber’. Tom 
also delivered two science shows, one to KS1 and 
KS2. To bring our week to an end, the whole school 
gathered in the hall for the ‘GPS Recycled Fashion 
Parade’. Each class had the opportunity to show off 
their fabulous outfits that they made themselves out of 
recyclable materials. Mrs Miller. 

 

Doing World Book Day in Style! 

 
This year was probably one of the best years for the 
most creative costumes, ranging from Dennis the 
Menace to The Queen of Hearts. It was lovely to see 
how well we can celebrate our love of books. Thank 
you and well done to everyone for the effort you made 
with your costumes. We also thoroughly enjoyed our 
peer reading session, where children from different 
classes got to read with each other. It was great to see 
children working together, enjoying and sharing their 
favourite books. The oldest children were brilliant at 
encouraging, prompting and asking questions! Classes 
also took part in their own reading activities to 
celebrate World Book day. Well done everyone for 
making it such a wonderful day! Mrs Hanlon  
 

Fur, Feathers and Four legged Friends! 

 
We’ve had so much fun during our Fur, Feathers and 
Four legged Friends topic this half term. We loved 
going on the trip to the Washington Wildfowl Centre at 
the beginning of the term. We’ve shared and talked 
about our favourite animals and discussed our pets at 
home. We’ve shared lots of stories about all different 
types of animals and learnt new songs and rhymes 
linked to animals. We’ve talked about where different 
animals live and learnt about their babies. We have 
also learned how to look after animals, care for them 
and be kind and gentle towards them. We put all of this 
into practise pretending to be vets in our role play 
area! We had a very special visitor come to our school 
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from the Blue Cross Charity… it was an Irish 
Wolfhound called Bramble! She was such a large dog 
but we weren’t scared to go and give her a stroke; she 
was a gentle giant! We also had 10 eggs delivered 
from Living Eggs, we looked after them in the 
incubator and all 10 of them hatched! 9 boys and 1 girl! 
We’ve cleaned out the chicks, made sure they were 
warm, fed them and watered them. We also got to give 
them lots of cuddles and play games with them. One of 
our very kind parents has taken 8 of the chicks and 
they’re now living on a farm! Miss Lloyd has taken 2 
chicks for her allotment too! Hopefully we can visit 
them one day! EYFS Team. 
 

Feliz Pascua! (Happy Easter!) 

 
The Easter holidays are just around the corner but we 
continue working hard in the Spanish lessons. Year 5/ 
6 have been putting the finishing touches to the power 
point presentations about ‘Colombia, Méjico, 
República Dominicana y Ecuador’. All the children 
have been doing fantastic job so to celebrate the end 
of the topic we have been preparing ‘El submarino´ 
(the submarine), a recipe from Argentina. Can you 
remember any of the ingredients used? Year 4 have 
been doing a fantastic job while expressing likes and 
dislikes with the structure ‘Me gusta…’ (I like…). We 
have also been joining sentences using connectives: 
‘Y/pero’ (And/but). What does ‘Me gusta bailar pero no 
me gusta cantar’ mean in English?  Year 3 pupils 
continue learning parts of the face. We have been 
singing the song ‘mi cara’ (my face), classifying the 
vocabulary according to gender and number with ‘Las 
Súper Reglas’ and if this wasn’t enough we have been 
making sentences using colours. What does ‘el ojo 
azul’ mean? Year 2 are trying their best while 
introducing themselves with our new song ‘Me 
presento’ (I introduce myself).  In addition, we have 
been reading some tricky Spanish letters and sounds: 
c, j, g. Can you read ‘casa, cerdo and goma’? Year 1 
are having fun learning how to ask and answer about 
name through the song “Rosie and Andy” and some 
games. What does ‘Me llamo Superman’ mean?  If this 
wasn’t enough year 4 has been exchanging Easter 
cards with our friends in Murcia. Isn’t this fantastic? I 
am really proud of you “chicos y chicas”!   ¡Feliz 
Pascua! Happy Easter! Miss Rodríguez  

A Moon Mission for Class 5LM 

 
This half term, the year 5 children have worked very 
hard learning all about the moon – phases of the 
moon, gravity on the moon and of course, the first 
moon landing. They enjoyed writing newspaper reports 
using Pages on their iPads and learning all about Neil 
Armstrong’s life to then write his biography. As part of 
their science, the children made ‘craters’ in a tray of 
flour to see if the weight of balls made a difference to 
the size of crater created. They also had the fabulous 
opportunity to make individual 3D models of orreries 
with Technology Tom to demonstrate how the moon 
orbits the Earth whilst the Earth orbits the sun. We 
have all had a fantastic Spring Term! Mrs Millican 
 

Story Time for Year 1! 

 
This half term Year 1’s topic is called ‘Story Time!’ This 
is a very exciting topic as we will explore lots of 
different stories and authors. We will begin to retell 
stories and even start and write our own! So far we 
have started by reading the Lighthouse Keeper’s 
Lunch. We have already enjoyed reading it, making 
actions to go with the words and re telling it, but most 
of all we loved going to visit Souter Lighthouse. It was 
fantastic and we even looked for Mr and Mrs Grinling. 
Miss Moody. 



www.grangetown.sunderland.sch.uk 

Class 5KM have had a Moon Mission too! 

 
This term our topic was Moon Mission.  In science, we 
learnt about the different phases of the moon.  In 
Literacy, we wrote a biography about Neil Armstrong, a 
newspaper report on the moon landings and we wrote 
a persuasive letter to Mr McAnaney asking if we could 
have a school trip to the moon. In D/T we made an 
orerry with ‘Technology Tom’ and in art we designed 
our own planets and used ‘marbling’ technique to 
decorate them.  In ICT, we then used our planets and 
made an animation show, using our ipads.  As you can 
see we really have fitted a lot of hands-on activities 
into such a short half-term! Mrs Miller. 
 

Water Safety Awareness with RNLI 

 
The RNLI (Royal National Lifeboat Institute) spent a 
day in school recently, teaching the children in years 1 
to 6 about water safety. They spoke to us about the 
different flags that they use, what they mean and why 
they wear bright coloured clothing, like yellow and red. 
We looked at how strong a current can be and that it is 
really important to be sensible around water and to 
always stay with a friend!   
 

Football Update 
Our latest fixtures were against Hudson Road 
and Town End. The first game was against a 
very strong Town End team. Grangetown, in 

spells, played some good football but found it difficult 
to get past a good Town End defence to score. A hard 
fought second match saw Grangetown pitched against 

Hudson Road. The best move of the game came from 
Grangetown, Leo, McKenzie and Jessica carried the 
ball the full length of the pitch passing between each 
other, ending with a shot at goal. Our next match is 
away at Southwick on 13th of April. Mr B Newby  
 

Year 5 meet Dr Bike! 

 
On the 8

th
 March, the year 5’s had the fantastic 

opportunity to work with Dr Bike. All of the children 
brought in their own bikes or scooters and raced, 
played games and learned all about how to stay safe 
on their wheels. The children were very enthusiastic 
and even asked for a second session outside in the 
afternoon! They worked brilliantly together and could 
answer all of the quiz questions back in the classroom. 
Well done Year 5. Mrs Millican 
 

Charlie and the Chocolate Factory in Yr 3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In year 3 we have thoroughly enjoyed our topic - 
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory. The children have 
been engaging in a wide range of activities, from story 
writing to chocolate making. We have even received a 
letter from Mr Willy Wonka himself, challenging us to 
create a new bar! During the topic, the children have 
worked exceptionally hard, designing and making their 
own bars as well as persuading Mr Wonka to make 
them in his factory. Miss Edokpayi and Miss Fraser. 

 
 
 
 

Well done 
year 3! 
You’ve all 
worked so 
hard!  
You all 
deserve a 
Golden 
Ticket! 
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D a t e s  f o r  yo u r  D i a r y !  

 
 

Wed 23 March 9.15. Run for Sport Relief! 50p donation please. 
Wed 23 March. Draw – 22 pairs of tickets SAFC v Leicester 
Wed 23 March. Sch closes 1.00pm for Easter break. 
Mon 11 April. School reopens for Summer Term. 
Tues 12 April. EYFS to Warkworth Castle. 
Fri 15-Sun 17 April. Derwent Hill residential. 
Wed 20 Aril. Y5 working with Chris Connaughton (author/actor) 
Mon 9 - Fri 13 May: Yr 6 SATs Week (includes  Maths, 
Reading, Writing, SPaG, & a delicious breakfast for everyone!). 
Fri 13 May. Yr5 to Hamsterley Forest.- digital adventure. 
Tues 24 May. Hit the Surf – yrs 5 & 6. 
Tues 28 June. Sunderland Empire Dance Festival! 
Wed 20 July. End of Summer Term. 

This is the best value childcare in 
Sunderland - just £4.00 per session (3.15-
5.45), with a healthy snack & lots of fun 
activities included! Please book at the school 
Office, or ring us on 5537647. 

Safety Works  

 
The children visited Safety Works in Newcastle to 
learn more about keeping safe both inside and outside 
the home. The Safety Works building is like a film set, 
with different areas including a Metro station, a street 
and a police station where the children were able to 
learn about keeping safe in a practical way. The 
children learnt about how to keep safe while at a metro 
station and what to do in an emergency. In the street 
set, complete with real traffic lights and a Sainsbury’s, 
the children learned about antisocial behaviour and 
how this can affect people’s lives. They were given the 
opportunity to think about fire dangers in the home and 
what to do in a fire. The children also learnt about peer 
pressure and how this can result in children of their 
age being arrested. They had a fantastic day, in which 
they had fun but also learned a great deal to help keep 
themselves safe.  Miss A McLoughlin 
 

Our Souter Lighthouse Day Out! 

 
As part of our topic ‘Story Time’ the children have been 
reading the story of The Lighthouses Keeper’s Lunch 
and have also been learning about the famous Grace 
Darling and how she lived in a lighthouse with her 
father. So we all went on a trip to see a real lighthouse 
at Souter Lighthouse in Whitburn. We had an amazing 
time we looked all around the cottage and we climbed 

right to the top of the lighthouse which was really scary 
but we all did it! Afterwards we made our own 
lighthouses which really did light up and we got to take 
them home. Miss Moody. 
 

GPS Wins Sumdog Competition – WOW! 
Last week, the children from year 2 
to year 6 took part in the 
Sunderland Schools Sumdog 
Competition. We were all very 
proud to find out that classes from 
Grangetown Primary claimed the 
top six places with Mrs Miller’s 
Year 5 class winning the overall 
competition! Throughout the week, 
228 children answered an amazing 
26,359 questions correctly! Many 
of our children were in the top 50 

in Sunderland, with Connor in Y6 taking the number 
one spot! Well done all those children who took part, 
either in school or at home – and thank you to all 
parents and carers who have supported the children. 
Magical Maths! Mrs Millican 
 

INCR-EDIBLES!  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

A big Thankyou – and Happy Holidays! 
We’d like to thank all of our families for the support 
you have given school this term. Huge thanks too to 
the children – you’ve all been fantastic, and you’ve 
worked so hard – keep it up! Mr McAnaney and Ms 
Cole would also like to say a big thankyou to our 
super-talented team of staff – they are truly ‘the best 
of the best’ – they work incredibly hard, and they 
always ‘go the extra mile’ for the children and for 
Team GPS. We’d like to wish everyone a brilliant 
holiday – see you all on Monday 11

th
 April. 


