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Show Racism the Red Card 

 
We had a fabulous day when we were joined by 
Richard Offiong and John Anderson to talk to the year 
5 and year 6 children about racism. We started the day 
with Richard, who worked with us in the class. We 
discussed what racism is and why people may be 
offended by certain comments, behaviours or attitudes 
of others.  On the afternoon, we had a great time when 
we were joined by John Anderson (ex Newcastle 
United player). We lots lots of fun games like ‘opposite 
header or catch’. Josh was our star player and beat 
the whole of year 5! Mrs Miller 
 

Year 6 on Tour - Monozukuri Caravan  

 
The Year 6 children had a fantastic day when they 
went to the Gateshead College training centre at 
Nissan for the Monozukuri Caravan event. The day 
involved the children learning about what type of cars 
are built at Nissan and the history of the car plant.  The 
children worked in pairs to build a model car from Lego 
in less than 5 minutes. Then in teams of 6 children, 
they had to build another model as if they were on a 
production line. The children also visited the training 
workshop, where they saw how apprentices learn the 
skills needed to build cars. They also had the 
opportunity to send model cars along a track in the 
quickest time possible. To end the day, the children 
tried activities which tested their response times as 
well as their hand and eye coordination. The children  

 
had a brilliant day which give them the chance to 
develop skills which are needed when working as part 
of a team. Miss McLoughlin 
 

Year 6 Art on Display - Kindertransport 

 
Before Christmas, the children had worked with a local 
artist to design and paint panels for a quilt to 
commemorate Holocaust Memorial Day.  The panels 
reflected the emotions and feelings of Jewish children 
who were evacuated to Britain before the outbreak of 
the Second World War. The artist took the panels 
away and sewed them together to produce a quilt.   As 
adults, many of the Jewish evacuees made similar 
quilts. The year 6 children visited the City Centre 
Library to see the completed quilt on display.  The 
children were very proud of their work and after the 
quilt has been displayed in the library it is going to tour 
other places in Sunderland, so many more people can 
enjoy looking at it. Miss McLoughlin 
 

Year 3 Join the Library! 

 
Recently, both year 3 classes visited the City Library in 
Sunderland.The children were all given the opportunity 
to become members of the library. The library staff 
explained how the library works and the facilities that 
are available to the children. We engaged in hands on 
craft activities where the children were able to make 
Chinese New Year Crafts. The children were able to 
self check-out the books that they had chosen to take 
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out of the library to read at home. As a part of the visit 
the library invited the children to go back during the 
holidays with parents or carers to take part in a range 
of fun activities. Miss Fraser and Miss Edokpayi 
 

We’re E-Safety Experts! 

 
The children in years 5 and 6 took part in a special e-
safety assembly and had a session in their classrooms 
about being safe when using the internet. In the 
assembly, the children learned about what was meant 
by e-safety and the ways in which they can keep 
themselves safe. In their classrooms, the children 
discussed different websites they used. Two of the 
children got the opportunity to dress up. One child was 
a crocodile, and this represented sites that children 
should not be using. The other child was superman 
and this represented sites that are suitable for children. 
The children then sorted websites into those that were 
suitable and not suitable and discussed the reasons 
why. Miss McLoughlin. 
 

Reception visit the Planetarium 

 
As part of their exciting topic on Light and Dark, 
Reception children visited the Planetarium at the Great 
North Museum, Newcastle. We took part in a space 
workshop where we sang about all the different 
planets - some children even dressed up as a planet! 
We then watched a space show in the Planetarium - it 
was very dark! During the show, a mischievous Coyote 
told us lots of interesting facts about outer space. We 
did have time after lunch to look around the Museum 
before our journey home. We had a fantastic day and 
couldn’t wait to delve into our new topic when we 
returned to school. Foundation Stage Team. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Let’s Go to the Moon! 

 
This half term Nursery and Reception have been fully 
immersed in our topic - ‘Light and Dark’. We have read 
and discussed lots of stories such as ‘How to Catch a 
Star’, ‘Whatever Next’ and ‘The Aliens are coming’. 
The children have written a list of things they would 
take to the moon, made intergalactic passports and 
written instructions for star biscuits that were eaten at 
the moon picnic. We have looked at non-fiction texts 
about space and made our own book using labels, 
captions and simple sentences. The children have 
thoroughly enjoyed our spaceship role play area, 
travelling to and exploring distant galaxies! We’ve also 
been getting very creative, designing and making 
rockets, planets, telescopes, space helmets and 
aliens. Recently we celebrated the topic by inviting 
children and their parents/carers into school for a 
pyjama party. We shared our favourite books, ate star 
biscuits (that were made by the children earlier that 
day) and drank hot chocolate. We finished the session 
by attempting to set off paper lanterns. Those who 
attended will know what we mean by 
“attempted”…let’s just say it didn’t go quite to plan. 
Thank you to everyone who attended, it was really a 
great evening! 
 

Some Important Reading Reminders! 
As you know, we love reading 
at Grangetown Primary 
School and we have many 
strategies in place to 
encourage our children to 
develop their own interest in 

Have you read our updated Uniform Policy, 
following our recent consultation with parents & 
carers? It offers greater flexibility and choice, 
especially with polo shirts & PE tops/shorts, in 
response to parent feedback.  All families have 
received a copy, and it’s also on our website (copies 
are available from the Office too). Check it out! 
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reading. Our Karate Reading Band Scheme is just one 
of these.  In order for children to progress through the 
Band Scheme, they must read for a manageable 
period of time at home:  Foundation Stage and Key 
Stage One at least 10 minutes and Key Stage Two, 15 
minutes.  Remember, this is not related solely to the 
school reading book, it could be reading anything at 
all…a comic, a newspaper, a magazine etc. In order to 
qualify for the bands, parents and carers must 
remember to sign the pages in the back of the blue 
home school diary. It would be great to read parent 
and carers’ comments too, so please jot down your 
thoughts as to how well your child has read with you.  
Strong links between home and school are vital in 
encouraging our children to develop reading skills as 
well as a love of reading.  
 

Year 2 explore ‘The Heart of India’! 

 
 

This half term Year 2 have been exploring what life is 
like in India. We have been developing our art and 
geographical skills in topic sessions and have created 
some wonderful painted maps of India. These maps 
depict what the weather is like in the North, South, 
East and West of the country. We have also focussed 
in on the monsoon season and the children have 
written a newspaper report to explain the devastation 
that this can cause. We’ve enjoyed sampling Indian 
food and writing poetry based on what we think India is 
like. Miss Stabler 

The question for year 1 is ‘Now or Then’?! 

 
This half term Year 1’s topic is called ‘Now or Then?’ 
As part of this topic our focus is on the History and 
Geography and we are looking at things that happened 
many years ago and comparing them to things that are 
happening now! We have already looked at transport 
and how it has developed over time. We have learnt 
that there was a bike called the Penny Farthing and it 
looked very strange! Recently we took a visit to the 
Sunderland Museum and Winter Gardens and 
explored how Sunderland looked many years ago. We 
are now learning about Christopher Columbus and his 
story of how he sailed around the world in his ships.  
 

Charlie and the Chocolate Factory! 

 
This term in year 3 our topic has been Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory. We have been engaging in lots of 
reading and writing activities including writing a letter 
to Mr Willy Wonka himself, asking him to make the 
chocolate bars we have designed in his very own 
factory. The children have been looking at different 
chocolate bar designs to create the best wrapper for 
our own tasty treats, which we have been making this 
week. Miss Fraser 
 

Read all about it! 
This half term, the Year 4 topic is 
‘Read all About it!’ This topic has 
an English theme and the 
children are reading a lot of 
books to inspire them. They 
have already read the book 
“Toro! Toro!” by Michael 
Morpurgo and are currently 
enjoying George’s Marvellous 
Medicine by Roald Dahl. The 
children were also lucky 
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D a t e s  f o r  yo u r  D i a r y !  

 
 

Mon 15 - Fri 19 Feb: School closed - half-term.  
Tues 1 March, p.m. Yr 6 at SAFE programme, 
Newcastle. 
Thurs 3 March - World Book day – children can 
come to school dressed as a book character! 
Tues 8 (y5) & Thurs 10 (y3) March – Dr Bike. 
Tues 22 & Wed 23 March. Chris Connaughton, 
author & actor, working with years 5 & 6 
Mon 14–Fri 18 March: Science Week– ‘Eco’ theme: 
‘Go Green’, including Tom Mulholland workshops! 
Thurs 24 March - Fri 8 April: Easter break  
Mon 9 - Fri 13 May: Yr 6 SATs Week (includes 
Maths, Reading, Writing, SPaG, & Breakfast Club!). 
Tues 28 June. Dance Festival! 

This is the best value childcare in 
Sunderland - just £4.00 per session (3.15-
5.45), with a healthy snack & lots of fun 
activities included! Please book at the school 
Office, or ring us on 5537647. 

enough to work with a published author called Laura 
Smith. She introduced the children to one of her new 
stories and some monstrous characters. The children 
drew their own character to add to the story and gave 
Laura some fantastic ideas for the ending of her new 
book. They are looking at the illustrations created by 
Quentin Blake and using them as inspiration for their 
own characters. Miss Hunter  
 

Year 5 go Out of This World! 

 
As part of our topic, we have looked at where the 
planets are in our solar system, how long it takes for 
them to orbit the sun and the how we have night and 
day. The children have created their own aliens and 
have written information texts about them. We visited 
the planetarium at the Centre for Life in Newcastle 
where we marvelled at the dark and mysterious depths 
of the Universe! Soon, we’ll visit the International 
Space Station to visit Tim Peake! Mrs Millican 
 

Adventures with Kensuke for year 6! 

 
The Year 6 topic this term is ‘Adventures with 
Kensuke’. The topic has an English theme and the 
children are reading the book ‘Kensuke’s Kingdom’ by 
the author Michael Morpurgo.  The children are using 
the book to write letters, poems and diary entries in 
English.  They are looking at the work of the artist 
Hokusai and creating their own version of his painting, 
‘The Great Wave’.  The children are really enjoying the 
story and can’t wait to find out what happens to 
Michael and Kensuke. Miss McLoughlin 
 

INCR-EDIBLES!  

 

 
 
 

“Me gusta / No me gusta”! 

 
Our children are making great progress in Spanish. 
Years 5 and 6 are exploring South America – we’ve 
been asking and answering wh-questions in relation to 
‘Colombia, Mexico, República Dominicana y Ecuador’. 
In addition, we have just started making a powerpoint 
presentation about these countries and their culture. 
Do you remember the meaning of ‘¿Qué moneda es’? 
and ¿Cuál es la capital? Year 4 are expressing likes 
and dislikes by saying: “Me gusta/No me gusta”. We 
have had fun dancing the song “Mambo, ¿Qué te 
gusta hacer? (Mambo, What do you like doing?) and 
building sentences through some games. What does 
“No me gusta cantar” mean? Year 3 are becoming 
experts at ‘Las partes de la cara’ (parts of the face). 
We have been recapping gender (masculine and 
feminine) and number (plural) with ‘Las Súper Reglas’. 
We have also been learning the song: “Mi cara” (My 
face). Can you remember what does “El pelo” and “los 
ojos” mean? Year 2 are also making great progress 
while learning the Spanish letters and sounds. We are 
learning the vowels through different games and we 
have just started practising “El alfabeto” (The alphabet) 
through a clapping game. Year 1 are having fun 
learning ‘Los numeros’ (the numbers) from 1 to 10 
while singing the song ‘Vamos a cantar con los 
numeros’ (Let’s sing with the numbers). Can you count 
up to 10 in Spanish? ‘Uno, dos, tres… ¡Bien hecho 
chic@s! ¡Hasta pronto!  Miss Rodríguez  
 
 


