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Well Done ‘Team Year 6’ - Absolute Stars! 

 
Mr McAnaney writes: As you know, our year 6 children 
have recently completed the Government’s SATs 
tests. We are all so proud of the children, because 
they demonstrated great determination and resilience 
in the way they prepared for these tests – they worked 
hard, tried their best, and showed a fantastic attitude at 
all times. During the SATs week itself, the children 
remained calm, focused and positive, their efforts 
never flagging. I would also like to pay tribute to Miss 
McLoughlin – she has worked like a Trojan, and has 
inspired, motivated and nurtured the children, raising 
their spirits and helping them every day to reach new 
heights in their learning. A huge thankyou too to Mrs 
Napier, our year 6 classroom assistant – she has 
provided skilled & caring support to the children, 
superb support to Miss McLoughlin, and has worked 
incredibly hard, playing a full part in the success of the 
children in tackling the tests with confidence. Mrs 
Millican’s support with SATs Booster is also very much 
appreciated. Well done to everyone in ’Team Year 6’, 
staff and children – you’re all absolute stars! 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Namaste! 

 
Well, we did it! Me and Ms Cole had a fantastic time in 
Nepal but were so tired when we returned as it was 
such a busy trip! Our hosts from our partner school 
Traibidya Shikchhya Sadan were so friendly and made 
us feel very welcome. Ms Cole spent her time working 
with the older children in school (aged between 6 and 
10) and I (Miss Tose) worked with the smallest 
children (aged 2 to 5), and we conducted a range of  

 
Lessons including Talk for Writing, storytelling and 
phonics activities. We also led staff training whilst in 
Nepal to enhance the Traibidya teachers’ knowledge 
of Literacy, Phonics and how to plan an exciting 
curriculum. We even took part in a conference and 
presented how we teach at Grangetown to the 
Education Minister of Nepal! It was nerve-wracking but 
very exciting and such an honour! After school each 
day we tried to see as much of Nepal as possible and 
even rode elephants in the Chitwan jungle! It was an 
experience of a lifetime and we look forward to 
continuing such strong links with Sangeeta, the staff 
and children at Traibidya. Miss Tose and Ms Cole  
 

Our Derwent Hill Adventure! 

 
Katy and Nadine (Year 5) write: In mid-April, 39 
children from years 4, 5 and 6 went to a beautiful place 
called Derwent Hill in the Lake District. Everybody had 
fun and it was so exciting! On the Friday night, we had 
a scavenger hunt where we found lots of different 
natural things and made a picture. On Saturday, we 
went gorge walking and went on the big ropes. The 
death swing was scary and terrifying – but fun at the 
same time. In the gorge walk, it was freezing. Some 
people were really brave though because they went in 
head first! On Sunday, we went canoeing. It was 
fantastic. We canoed out to one of the islands in the 
middle of Derwentwater. On the way back, it was hard 
to paddle against the wind. We also had the chance to 
jump in the lake at the end. It was sooooo cold! On the 
afternoon, we went to Surprise View. The lake looked 
beautiful. We played a giant game of hide and seek 
and then went back to Derwent Hill on the low ropes 
course. We all had lots of fun and everybody enjoyed 
Derwent Hill. We can’t wait to go back again next year!  
 

Audrey’s Diner! 
We have recently made some 
changes to our menus, including 
the introduction of set-meal 
choices. From now on, families will 
get a menu every Thursday, for the 
week ahead. Linked to these 
changes, we are introducing you to 
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We’d also like to extend a big thankyou to the GPS 
staff who came in early every morning to provide a 
cooked breakfast for year 6, during SATs week. A 
great way to set the children up for the day – after 
all they do say that an army marches on its 
stomach! 
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‘Audrey’s Diner’ – The GPS Restaurant! More about 
this, plus more photos, in our next Newsletter! 
 

¿Qué ropa llevas tu hoy? 

 
Year 6 have been learning about ‘La ropa’ (clothes)., 
and can now sing the song ¿Qué ropa llevas tu hoy? 
What are you wearing today? How do you say ‘coat, 
skirt and trousers’ in Spanish? Year 5 pupils are 
looking at ‘El tiempo’ (‘The weather’), and have been 
singing the song ‘¿Qué tiempo hace hoy?’ (What’s the 
weather like today?). What does: ‘Hoy hace frío pero 
no llueve’ mean in English?  Year 4 are doing a great 
job learning ‘Los meses del año’ (months of the year) 
through the song ’La macarena’. We’ve played some 
games and we’ve expressed our likes and dislikes in 
relation to the months. What does ‘Me gusta Enero 
pero no me gusta Abril’ mean in English?  Year 3 are 
learning about ‘La cara’ (the face), including using 
photographs of their teachers! What does ‘Yo tengo 
diez ojos azules’ mean in English? Year 2 are looking 
at ‘Los opuestos’ (the opposites). We have been 
playing games with flashcards, learning the song ‘Yo 
bailo con los opuestos’ (I dance with the opposites) 
and if this wasn’t enough, we have been reading some 
tricky sounds: c, j, g in Spanish. Can you read ‘jardín, 
casa and cerdo’ in Spanish? Year 1 have been asking 
and answering questions about their name, playing 
games and singing the song ¿Cómo te llamas? 
(What’s your name?) with our friends Rosie and Andy. 
Can you say in Spanish ‘My name is...? ¡‘Hasta 
pronto!’ Miss Rodríguez    
 

Ruthless Romans! 

 
Year 4's new topic is all about the Ruthless Romans! 
The children are learning about what life was like when 
the Romans invaded Britain, the gladiator fights at the 
coliseum and how the Roman army was so powerful. 
Throughout the topic children are going to be 
designing and making different Roman artefacts, like 
Roman shields and mosaics. In our next Newsletter, 
you’ll find out all about our trip back in time – to the 
Roman fort of Arbeia – we can’t wait! 

A Fab day of Drama and Writing! 

 
Year 6 enjoyed their day working with the author and 
actor Chris Connaughton. The day linked to our topic 
‘Adventures with Kensuke’. It began with Chris, acting 
out the story of Robinson Crusoe and getting the 
children to imagine what it would be like to be stranded 
on a desert island for a long time. The children then 
wrote a letter as if they were Robinson Crusoe 
describing what it was like on the island and what they 
missed about home.  In the afternoon, they drew and 
filled in a ‘Life Jar’, where they considered what was 
important to them and why.  Later, the children took 
part in a hot seating activity, asking questions to Chris 
as if he were Robinson Crusoe. The children had a 
great day and got lots of ideas to help inspire their own 
writing. Miss A McLoughlin 
 

Story Time! 

 
Year 1 had a great time at Seven Stories. We were 
extremely well behaved, especially on the bus, as it 
was such a long ride. We met a girl called Megan - she 
was really funny! She kept getting the rhymes and 
stories mixed up! We had a good look around Seven 
Stories and enjoyed dressing up as kings and queens. 
Before we headed home we made up our own nursery 
rhyme with a spider. Megan and our teachers were so 
proud. Miss Moody and Year 1. 
 

Easter Eggstravaganza – Fab Designs! 

 
Easter might seem a while ago now, but our last 
newsletter went to press just our Egg Design 
competition was being judged. The competition was 
another great success. There were so many creative 
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entries the School Council had a very difficult task 
judging them.  After a long time deliberating, they did 
manage to pick a winner from each class – who then 
received an Easter Egg as a prize. The winners were: 
Nursery a.m:  “A Purple Cat” by Ellie Clark. Nursery 
p.m:  “A Minion” by Logan Dixon. Reception (Miss 
Tose):  “A Diver” by Kayden Hutchinson. Reception 
(Mrs Hanlon):  “Mike” by Connor Cowans. Year 1:  
“The Dancer and The Judge” by Ava Bryan. Year 2:  
“Aliens in Space” by Damian Ross. Year 3 (Miss 
Edokpayi):  “Nemo and Dory” by Ritchie Anderson Y3 
(Miss Fraser):  “Ninja Turtles” by Ryan Forster Year 4:  
“A Clown in a Car” by Emma Briton. Year 5 (Mrs 
Miller):  “The Clumsy Emojis” by Chloe Richardson 
and Alex Goldsmith. Year 5 (Mrs Millican):  “The 
Playground” by Nadine Mullen. Year 6:  “The Emojis” 
by Alice McKenna. Well done everyone! Ms Cole 
 

SAFC Family Learning Success! 

 
In Spring Term, we hosted a 10-week Foundation of 
Light Family Learning course. There were 10 adults on 
the course and 10 children. During the first hour of the 
course, the parents looked at how some mathematical 
methods have changed compared to when they were 
at school. In the second hour, the parents and children 
played a variety of exciting games together such as 
rounders and dodgeball. At the end of the course, the 
parents and children were invited to a graduation at 
the Stadium of Light. Danielle, the course leader, 
called everyone up from GPS to receive a certificate, a 
prize and football tickets. The children also got to meet 
Samson and have a tour of the Stadium. Danielle 
Chapman (Foundation of Light). 
 

Super skippers 

 
On Monday, after weeks of practise, Year 4 went to 
Thornhill Academy to take part in a skipping festival 
with children from other Sunderland schools. First 
there was a warm up which involved lots of skipping 
skills and then children took part in a competition. 
Each child showed off a particular skipping skill, like 
the pretzel and the cross over. All of the children then 

participated in a skipping dance which was absolutely 
fantastic. Lots of children left the competition with a 
gold, silver or bronze certificate. Year 4 behaved 
impeccably and are skipping superstars. Miss Hunter 
 

It’s Story Time in Year 1 

 
This half term Year 1 are continuing with the topic 
Story Time. Last term we looked in detail at the 
Lighthouse Keeper’s Lunch and this half term we are 
going to explore a book called Tuesday. We will 
compare and contrast the two books and also look at 
many different traditional tales. We are also going to 
take a trip to Seven Stories where there are 7 floors of 
children’s books and an exciting exhibition to look at. 
This is a very stimulating topic and is creating a great 
level of excitement and great learning! Miss Moody. 
 

Castles and Kingdoms 

 
This half term we have started a new topic called 
'Castles and Kingdoms'. To start off the topic we 
visited Warkworth Castle and explored the grounds, 
the weather was miserable but we didn't let it dampen 
our spirits. Since starting the topic, the children have 
been engrossed in building their own castles, digging 
for treasure and making wizards wands and spells. As 
part of the topic we have introduced the story Jack and 
the Beanstalk, talking about the main events and 
answering simple comprehension questions. We are 
also going to be planting our own beanstalk and 
watching it grow, hopefully it might lead us to a castle 
and a giant! In the finger gym (where we develop our 
fine motor skills) we have been transporting the 
queen’s jewels using tweezers, adding jewels to 
crowns and next week we will be building our own 
beanstalk using spaghetti, paper leaves and chocolate 
weetos. As it is now starting to get warmer outside, we 
will also be developing our gardening skills and 
planting a range of seeds and bulbs into our planting 
beds. To finish the topic we are planning a medieval 
banquet where we will listen to medieval music, 
perform a dance (practised in P.E.), tell some jokes 
and eat medieval food. EYFS Team. 
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D a t e s  f o r  yo u r  D i a r y !  

 
 

We are including a full list of Summer dates as an 
insert to this newsletter. These are also on our 
website. We will update the list as term progresses. 

This is the best value childcare in 
Sunderland - just £4.00 per session (3.15-
5.45), with a healthy snack & lots of fun 
activities included! Please book at the school 
Office, or ring us on 5537647. 

Stars and Stripes - Year 5 in the USA! 

 
In year 5, our topic is ‘Stars and Stripes’. We will be 
doing our Literacy work through Louis Sacher’s book 
‘There’s a Boy in the Girls’ Bathroom’. This is a 
fabulous book which creates lots of opportunities to 
delve into a character’s personality and analyse 
behaviours. We’ll also be using atlases to study North 
America and learn about the North American 
countries, their capital cities, climates and physical and 
human features.  Mrs Miller and Mrs Millican. 
 

Amazing art with Year 4  

 
As part of an arts award project, working with No limits 
theatre, Year 4 visited the Sunderland Gallery and The 
Winter Gardens museum. First we went to the library, 
where we looked at sculptures, paintings and glass 
chalices. After we had been inspired by the art work, 
we went into the drawing room to design our own 
sculptures. When we finished our designs, we created 
our sculptures using modelling clay. It was extremely 
messy. Once we were cleaned up, we had our dinner. 
After dinner, we went to the museum into the gallery 
and saw old paintings. We looked at the pictures to 
create our own poems and performed them to the rest 
of the class. We had lots of fun and enjoyed ourselves 
because we all tried something new. Year 4 children   
 

Tennis Stars! 
Year 3 and 4 took part in 3 tennis 
workshops with a coach from 
Sunderland Tennis Centre. The 
children practiced different skills 
such as balancing the ball, hitting 
the ball and rallying with a partner. 
The children enjoyed these 

sessions and are looking forward to the next stage – a 
competition involving other schools! Miss Fraser and 
Miss Edokpayi. 

Alice in Sunderland! 

 
The children are enjoying reading about Alice and her 
adventures in Wonderland. We have looked at the 
different characters in the story and have produced 
some character descriptions – next we’ll invent our 
own new character! We’ve also practised and 
performed well known stories to help extended our 
vocabulary.  By Miss Stabler 
 

The ‘Super Settlers’ of Year 3! 

 
Our topic this term is ‘Super Settlers’ and features the 
Anglo Saxons. We’ve been looking at how Britain has 
changed over time and the impact that the Anglo 
Saxons had. The children are learning about who the 
Anglo Saxons were, why they came to Britain and the 
religion they followed. This topic is an Art and DT 
based topic meaning that the children will be engaging 
in a lot of hands on activities, creating their own 
artefacts. This will include making paper mache 
helmets, clay coins and making illuminated letter 
scrolls. The topic will give us lots of exciting 
opportunities for practising our reading, writing and 
speaking and listening. Miss Fraser 
 

INCR-EDIBLES!  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 


