
www.grangetown.sunderland.sch.uk 

 

Discovery Zoo visits Foundation Stage!  

 
As Foundation Stage has been learning all about 
animals, we thought a visit from Paul at Discovery Zoo 
would be an exciting addition to our topic!  When Paul 
arrived he was carrying some very large baskets and 
boxes and we weren’t too sure what was inside! We 
could hear scratching and thought it could have been 
something big with sharp nails!  Paul explained that 
he’d brought animals from all over the world to visit us. 
Some of our favourites were the Skink with his long 
blue tongue, Boy George the Chameleon and Tango 
the Snake! We were all very brave holding the animals 
and learnt lots of interesting facts about each of them.  
By the EYFS Team. 
 

We’re the Big Pedal Champs! 

 
Recently, we took part in a cycling competition called 
The Big Pedal. The children were encouraged to cycle 
and scoot to school each day, over 4 weeks. We’re 
thrilled to let you know that we are the winners out of 
all Sunderland schools – what an achievement! Dr 
Bike is arranging for a mountain bike display team to 
come into school and impress up with their skills in an 
action packed, fun-filled afternoon – that’s set for the 
afternoon of Tuesday 14th July! There are also some 
fabulous prizes on their way for individual children who 
were safety conscientious throughout the competition  

 
and wore their helmets to school consistently. Well 
done everyone who took part. Mrs Bracknall. 
 

Year 6 Fun day at Herrington Park 

 
Recently, year 6 went to Herrington County Park for a 
Fun Day, because our class won the Big Pedal 
competition! Our instructors were Sam and Sue. We 
were put into teams of 4 or 5 and we were given a map 
and a clipboard. During the morning we had to search 
for sculptures. Our group had to find the wind seat 
which was number 6 on the map. We had a challenge 
to run up and down the giant steps and then jump over 
streams and another to roll down a hill. We had a 
lovely picnic in the sun and then had an ice cream or 
ice lolly in the park. By Poppy (year 6). 
 

A Monk for a Day! 

 
As part of our ‘Spires and Steeples’ topic, the children 
visited our local church, St.Aidan’s and St.Peter’s 
church at Monkwearmouth. At St Aidan’s the children 
learned about the symbols and objects found in a 
church and what they tell us about Christianity. Father 
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Peter showed the children lots of the symbols in the 
church, such as the cross, candles and a chalice used 
in services. The children also had the opportunity to 
explore the church for themselves. The children had 
an enjoyable visit and learned lots of new facts. At St 
Peter’s church the children had the chance to look 
around the church and discuss what they could see.  
They then became monks for the day and learned 
about the church and its place in the history of 
Sunderland. They learned about a typical day of a 
monk who, and discovered more about the life of St 
Bede.  They also visited the grounds of the church and 
planted flowers in the new garden and saw the bee 
hives. We all had a fantastic day and learned lots of 
new facts. By Miss McLoughlin. 
 

Quad Kids Athletics Tournament 

 
On Tuesday 16th June eight children from Year 4 were 
invited to attend a Quad Kids Athletics competition at 
Biddick Academy in Washington. Throughout the 
afternoon the children took part in four events; 60m 
sprint, 400m run, standing long jump and javelin 
throwing. The enthusiasm and team spirit was high 
throughout. The results were shared later that week 
and once the points had been awarded we finished 8th 
(out of 18) - an excellent achievement. Roman said, ‘I 
loved all the different events, especially the sprinting. It 
was such a fun afternoon.’ Well done to all that took 
part…watch out Usain Bolt!  By Mrs Bracknall. 
 

Year 4 on Tour – Oriental Museum! 
As part of our topic 
‘Huānyíng to China’, the 
whole of year 4 went to 
the Oriental Museum, 
on Thursday 7th May. 
We arrived at the big, 
beautiful museum and 

then we were greeted by 2 lovely people called Paddy 
and Jen. We did lots of fun activities during the whole 
day. In the morning we took a look around the gallery 
to see wonderful artefacts and sketched them on 
paper then we made replica jade armour out of clay. 
After lunch, we watched and acted out a story about 
the last Emperor of the Shang Dynasty. Followed by, 
designing and creating a bronze vase by using foil, 
metal tools and drawing pretty patterns on them (the 
Shang Dynasty was the period of the Bronze Age). At 

the end of the day, we had a chance to write 
messages using symbols on oracle bones and then 
gave it to our partners to read. We then said goodbye 
and thank you to the staff at the Oriental Museum and 
travelled back to school. It was a fantastic day! By 
Kelsie Goldsmith and Chloe Young (Year 4E). 

 

Spires and Steeples! 

 
The current topic in Year 3 is ‘Spires and Steeples’.  
The children are learning about symbols found in 
churches and what they tell us about Christian beliefs.  
To begin the topic the children will be visiting St 
Aidan’s church and St Peters church.  In Art, they will 
be designing and making stained glass windows.  In 
English, they will write a story set in a church and an 
information text about churches. By Miss A 
McLoughlin. 
 

Mayan Mysteries in Year 6! 
The children are all working very 
hard in year 6 and are finding out all 
about the Mayans as part of their 
new topic Mayan Mysteries! We 
have already found out lots of 
interesting facts about how they 

worship, how they lived, and about their temples and 
pyramids. The children have learned about the Mayan 
creation story and are now starting to write their own. 
We have even created a digital animation to show how 
we built own Mayan Temples! Mrs Millican. 
 

Year 4 topic – Home sweet home! 
This half term Year 4 will 
take a trek into the depths 
of the jungle as they will 
explore the fascinating 
world of the rainforests. 

The children will discover where rainforests are, what 
they look like, who lives in rainforests (including 
animals, plants and indigenous people) and much 
more. Throughout the topic we are hoping to visit the 
Museum and Winter Garden to complete workshops 
on the rainforest, grow some of our own plants, learn 
how to look after a wormery, go on a fact finding 
mission to see why the rainforest should be protected 
and create some lovely artwork inspired by Henri 
Rousseau. Through a cross-curricular topic the 
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children will be fully immersed into the world of tropical 
rainforests! By Miss Edokpayi. 
 

Writing Award Book Launch! 

 
We had a fantastic turn-out of parents and carers for 
our recent Book Launch.  The work of our most recent 
Writing Award winners has been turned into a book, 
and published – a copy of the book was presented to 
every award winner, and copies have been placed in 
every class. The winning authors were: Mark Clark, 
Niah Cass-Evans, Bailey McKay, Erin Brunniche, 
Hannah Ross, Lewis Prentice, Amelia Dixon, Areeb 
Qureshi, Hannah Carlton, Ellie Cowans, Alex 
Goldsmith, Nadine Mullen, Karina Clerihew-Crouch, 
Shakari Baker, Abdul Qureshi, Alice McKenna, Holly 
Stevens, Kirsty James. Well done everyone! 
 

Let’s Get Wild! 
After a successful superhero-
themed half term in Year 2 
which included a variety of 
learning activities such as 
creating comic books, designing 
superheroes and writing stories 
we are moving on at the pace of 

a speeding bullet and already we are immersed in our 
new topic: ‘Let’s Get Wild’. The children are learning all 
about plants and animals, locally and globally. The 
children will be studying how plants grow even planting 
their very own leafy friends. The children will be 
entrusted to take care of their plants to help them 
understand the needs of a plant and they will be 
writing their very own ‘how to grow a plant’ guide. We 
are also learning about butterflies this term, observing 
our very own class caterpillars transform into 
butterflies. Miss Cummings. 
 

Year 1 explore Animal Planet! 
Our current topic in Year 
1 is called Animal 
Planet. The children 
have been learning 
about the different 
types of animals we 

have with a specific focus on animals that live in the 
Nepalese jungle. So far we have been able to identify 
and label animals and say where their habitats are. 
The children have also enjoyed classifying the animals 

according to their features. We have also looked at 
animals that live in the Polar regions in order to do a 
comparison. The children are really enjoying this topic, 
especially playing in our very own Jungle in the 
classroom!  Miss Stabler. 
 

Getting Sporty at Farringdon! 

 
The children took part in a Sports Day event at 
Farringdon Academy alongside other local schools.  
The children were given the opportunity to try out a 
range of sporting activities. After a warm up, they 
practiced their gymnastic skills of balancing and 
moving in different ways. They then worked with a 
dance teacher thinking of movements that could be 
made to show off different types of sweets like 
chewing gum and sherbet.  Later on they played 
dodge ball. The highlight of the afternoon was 
definitely bouncing on the trampolines.  The children 
practised how to stop a jump and then jumping while 
kicking out their legs to the side and making a sitting 
down bounce.  The children had a great afternoon and 
enjoyed trying out different activities. Miss A 
McLoughlin 
 

Year 4 meet @tagtiv8 

 
One sunny day year 4 went outside to do an activity 
with Tagtiv8, we played games and had lots of fun. 
First we put on sticky belts which had letters on, then 
we stuck them on our chests and did a warm up.  After 
that, we played a game where we were split into 
groups and we got given a bucket and tags. The aim of 
the game was to collect as many letters/tags as 
possible to win (but we just had fun, instead of being in 
it to win it). In the end, we met up with our team mates 
and we had to make as many words as we could out of 
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This is the best value childcare in 
Sunderland - just £4.00 per session (3.15-
5.45), with a healthy snack & lots of fun 
activities included! Please book at the school 
Office, or ring us on 5537647. 

D a t e s  f o r  yo u r  D i a r y !  
 
 

 
Thurs 2 July. Aladdin - 2pm & 6pm. 
Mon 6-Fri 10 July. Stay Healthy, Stay Safe Week 
Mon 6 July. Sports Day (am/pm) and Nepal Raffle Draw, 3pm 
Tues 7 July. Grangetown’s Got Talent! 
Tues 7 July. Reception Meeting – 9.15 – new parents/carers. 
Wed 8 July p.m. Dance Festival – Empire. 
Fri 10 July - 9.15 am. Run for Nepal! All welcome (£1 please) 
Fri 10 July pm. Summer Fayre! 
Mon 13 July 2.45. Summer Concert (violins, cellos etc). 
Tues14 July. 11-12. Children meet next year’s teachers! 
Tues 14 July p.m.  Bike Team Display 
Wed 15 July. Spanish Day – FIESTA! 
Wed 15 July. Reception Celebration event – 3.15.  
Fri 17 July. End of Term – school closes 1.00pm. 
 

For a full set of dates, see our website  
& our Weekly Update! 

 

the letters/tags we collected. My group made 11 words 
(one of them was ice), which gave us 1st place. A 
couple of minutes later, we read the words to the class 
to make sure they were correct then headed back into 
the classroom. It was a fantastic afternoon! Thank you 
TAGTIV8. We had a great time! By Nadine Mullen 
(Class 4E) 
 

Year 5 Video Stars! 

 
Year 5 had a visitor called Mr Bailey, who came into 
our class, from Animate2Educate. He brought in a 
green screen and we all got the chance to act out a 
Horrible Histories documentary. We used a script 
which was on a mini television so it was like a 
teleprompter. Our job was to film our partner and then 
use an app called Green Screen where we had to 
change the background so that it looked like we were 
actually in Greece. All of year 5 were shy at first but 
really enjoyed making our video. Mr Bailey kindly put 
all of the clips together to make a video. It’s really 
great. Anna and Abdul (Year 5 
 

Bringing ‘El Castillo’ to life! 
Year 6 recently had a visitor 
called Mr Bailey. He came in 
to show us how to make an 
animation. We made it based 
on our topic – Mayan 
Mysteries. We had to make a 
pyramid like El Castillo in 
Chichen Itza.  After finding our 
groups of 2 or 3, we first had 

to make the background to our stage – adding 
pictures, stones and ‘trees’. Then we made lots and 
lots of bricks made out of plasticine. Mr Bailey handed 
out the iPads and we were shown how to use the 
animation programme to make our own short films. We 
then worked in groups to create our stop go 
animations. We also added credits and music. It was a 
fantastic day! By Miya (yr6). 
 

Fitness Test  

 
Year 6 have been proving their fitness, taking part in a 
range of fitness tests organised by Farrington School. 
We were split into five groups and we each did one 

activity at a time moving around the circuit after about 
five minutes. The activities included  long jump, javelin, 
tennis skills but the most exhausting fitness test was 
when we had to run 3 laps all around the outside of the 
field! It was a very good afternoon and the pupils from 
Farrington were very supportive, giving us lots of help 
and encouragement. We can’t wait to get our results to 
see how we did!! By Liam (Yr 6).  
 

Night Zoo Keeper 
Year 5 were visited 
by a man called 
Paul, the ‘Night Zoo 
Keeper’ - and his job 
was to look after a 
secret zoo where the 
animals only came to 

life at night. The animals were hidden in a special zoo 
so all of the children created their own characters to go 
on missions to save the animals. The children were 
shown how to use the app to create different animals 
and then write a range of text types to help these 
animals. After the workshop, the children have used 
the Night Zoo Keeper in their own time and have 
created a fabulous range of writing. Miss Hunter. 
 

INCR-EDIBLES!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

A final Newsletter for the year will be published on 
Thursday 16th July, featuring: Aladdin, Spanish Day, 
Sports Day, Summer Fayre, GGT, Empire Dance, 
Run for Nepal, Summer Concert, Bike Display, Year 
6 Memories…and a full staff list for September! 


