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Vikings Invade Grangetown! 

 
Year 3 were recently visited by Erik Bloodaxe, the 
Viking warrior king.  The children learned about and 
held Viking weapons such as spears, swords and 
shields.  They made a Viking rainbow necklace and 
made and played the ancient Viking game of Hnefatafl 
which is a bit like our version of noughts and crosses. 
On the afternoon, the children dressed as Viking 
warriors, in a tunic, fur collar and a helmet. They 
learned how to throw axes and spears at a target.  
They practised marching as if in battle with swords and 
shields.  The children had a fantastic day and made 
excellent Viking warriors. By Miss A McLoughlin 
 

Flying Start for Clubs! 

 
We are running a fantastic range of Clubs this year, as 
usual, and all of them have made a flying start! We 
have a wide selection on offer ranging from ICT and 
iPads to Running Club and Big Games. All clubs have 
been extremely popular this term and most are now 
full. Well done to all the children who have attended 
clubs so far. Remember to keep it up as your place is 
in high demand! Thank you to all staff members for 
helping to put together a comprehensive selection of 
after school clubs. By Mrs Taylor and Miss Grainger 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Amazing Music! 

 
This year in school we have over 6 different 
instruments being taught including our brand new 
plastic Trombones! We have also relaunched our 
Djembe drumming after school club with Mr 
Turnpenny. Learning to play an instrument takes a lot 
of commitment and support and we are delighted with 
the number of children who have chosen to do this. 
Well done! By Miss Stabler. 
 

New Handwriting scheme get results! 

 
This year one of our key focus’ throughout the school 
is to improve handwriting. We have decided to use a 
scheme called ‘Berol’ which teaches the children to 
write in a cursive style. Children will be taught to join 
from Year 2 upwards with Reception and Year 1 
children forming letters in a pre-cursive style. We 
would like to continue our handwriting award but 
instead of giving this weekly we have decided to 
present this every half term. We will also be 
introducing a pen licence to Key Stage 2 children 
(Years 3-6), where teachers can decide if pupils are 
ready to start writing in a pen, like a drivers licence, 
this pen licence can also be revoked! We are holding a 
handwriting workshop on Tuesday 8th October at 
2.15pm to explain more! We hope to see as many of 
you as possible and we hope that you will support us 
with this new and exciting challenge.  
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GRANGETOWN NEWSLETTER  

See SAFC with GPS! 
 We now have a pair of season tickets for SAFC! 

 All children with 100% attendance entered into a 
draw (as long as parent signed permission slip) 

 15 games left – plenty of opportunities to win! 

 There’s a ‘100% attendance window’ in the run-
up to every home game! GO FOR IT! 

School Council Elections! 
Did you know that we have elected our new 
School Council for 2013-14? More news on our 
website: www.grangetown.sunderland.sch.uk 
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Year 6 Friend or Foe? 

 
This term, year 6 will be learning all about the life of 
children during World War II. The children have used 
artefacts to find out about life in the past and have 
looked at precautions that were used during the Blitz to 
keep people safe – for example, gas masks, blackouts 
and different types of shelters. We will be finding out 
all about rationing, propaganda and Wartime leaders. 
We will be studying the life of Anne Frank and looking 
at everyday life during the war. In our next newsletter 
you can find out all about our visit to Eden Camp! 
 

Un Comienzo Perfecto- A Perfect Beginning  

 
Once again, Grangetown dresses up in red and yellow 
to welcome our Spanish lessons and our children are 
already ready to face this second year of Spanish and 
continue learning. Proof of this is the enthusiasm and 
interest that they have shown when revising greetings, 
numbers and colours. In addition, we have started to 
practice our writing skills through different exercises 
and activities so…What more could we ask for? ¡Bien 
hecho chicos y chicas! Keep it up! because this year, 
that has just begun, is going to be full of new activities, 
games, songs, grammar and lots of fun. ¡Hasta pronto! 
 Miss Rodríguez 
 

Longboats and Legends in Year 3 
The Year 3 topic this term 
is ‘Longboats and 
Legends’ and is all about 
the Vikings.  The children 
will learn where the 
Vikings came from, how 
they lived, what they wore 
and what they ate.  The 
children will be using the 
internet to undertake their 

own research about the Vikings and use this in their 
writing.  In Art the children will be designing and 
making a Viking shield and in DT, they will make and 
taste Viking food, such as bread and biscuits.  The 
topic has got off to a great start with all the children 
showing enthusiasm for it. Miss A McLoughlin  
 

SAFC Family Learning going well! 

 
Grangetown Primary school has been lucky enough to 
secure a pilot Family Learning course called ‘Healthy 
Minds’ through the SAFC Foundation of Light. The 
course has started extremely well with 14 families 
enrolling (14 adults, 17 children). The course involves 
the learners working with the tutor for one hour in a fun 
and informal environment socialising with other 
families and learning about mental health. The second 
hour involves getting the children out of class to play 
practical fun and games to promote family 
engagement and physical activity. Families on the 
course are getting an extra bonus this term.  They 
received free tickets to the Sunderland game against 
Manchester United and had the opportunity to take 
part in activities at half-time on the pitch. At the end of 
the 10 week course the families will receive another 
two free tickets to a Sunderland game and a 
Graduation Event at the Stadium of Light. All families 
that have been involved this time will have the 
opportunity to progress onto various other courses 
such as, English, Maths courses and a BTEC in Sport 
and Leisure.  Thank you for your continued support for 
family learning it – without you we wouldn’t be able to 
offer such a variety of sessions. By Michael Colclough 
and Miss Booth 
 

Castles and Kingdoms! 

 
Our topic in KS1 this term is all about castles and 
kingdoms. We started our topic with a trip to 
Warkworth Castle in Northumberland. We thoroughly 
enjoyed the visit and the journey through the castle 
awakened our imagination. We were greeted by the 
Lord and Lady of the castle who transformed us all into 
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medieval characters. In Literacy we then used our Talk 
for Writing initiative to plan and write a detailed recount 
of our day. Throughout the rest of the term we will be 
creating our own ‘Castle in the Sun’ paintings in the 
style of Paul Klee. In PE we will be choreographing our 
own medieval dance through a story linked to castles. 
To end our topic we are planning to hold our very own 
medieval banquet where we sample traditional food 
and perform our dances for each other. Miss Stabler, 
Miss Hough and Miss Grainger  

 

Hit the surf! 

 
On Wednesday the 18 September a group of 20 year 5 
and 6s went on a visit to Seaburn beach to take part in 
a hit the surf session with the RNLI. First we talked 
about safety and things we should and shouldn’t do to 
keep ourselves safe. Then we attempted to put our 
wetsuits on (it was really hard!). After that very hard 
half an hour, we walked onto Seaburn beach and we 
did a warm up. Next we split into groups and chose a 
partner to work with. We pretended to drown and our 
partner had to come and save us by using a rescue 
tube, then we wrote chums on the sand and asked if 
they were hurt, under any medication or if they were 
with anyone. They also weren’t allowed to see the 
water because it might remind them of what had just 
happened. Meanwhile the other group was on the 
sand, learning how to jump on a body board when 
there was a wave. Next they went into the water and 
lay on their boards. The instructor pushed us when a 
big wave came. It was amazing! After that session we 
walked back to the Seaburn Centre to go and take off 
our wetsuits. Then we had a quick shower, got dried, 
put our clothes on and went back to school on the 
coach. It was a fantastic morning! By Daisy Carroll and 
Cody Morrison 
 

Reading & Phonics Workshop Success! 
Miss Tose and Mrs Mitchell would like to 
thank the enthusiastic Reception parents 
who attended the reading and phonics 
workshop on Monday 16th September. 
We discussed different reading and 
writing strategies and how to best help 
your children read at home. We can 

really see from the home link books that parents 
and children are really enthusiastic about reading: 

Keep up the hard work! Thank you again to the 
parents for your ongoing support. By Miss Tose and 
Mrs Mitchell  
 

Reception Library Visit 

 
On Tuesday 24th September, our Reception children 
walked through the local area to visit Hendon Library. 
We were really sad to hear that Hendon Library will 
soon close its doors to the public and decided to make 
one last visit! Once in the Library, we accessed the 
children’s room which was full of interesting stories to 
read. All of the children chose a special book to read 
and at the end of the visit, Mrs Mitchell read a very 
funny story about ‘Panther poo!’ All of the children and 
staff thoroughly enjoyed their visit to promote 
children’s reading. By the EYFS Team. 
 

Tudors - Off With Your Head! Year 4 

 
The Year 4 topic this term is Tudors – Off With Your 
Head! In this topic we will be learning all about the 
Tudors, in particular King Henry VIII, his 6 wives and 
children. We will look at how the Tudors came to 
power and how they have impacted upon modern day. 
So far we have started to learn facts about Henry, 
including that he liked to chop people’s heads off! We 
have also looked at the Tudor Rose and began to use 
different materials to collage this. Over the coming 
weeks we will be looking at Tudor housing, crimes, 
punishments and food. Before half-term we will be 
visited by Gladrags who will show us Tudor clothing 
and music. Then, after half-term, we are hoping to 
have a trip to Durham to look at some areas which still 
have influences from Tudor times. Mrs Taylor 
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Dates for your Diary 
  

 
 

Wk beg Mon 14 Oct Support Your Child’s Learning Day. 
Parent-Teacher Meetings. schedule as follows: 
     Mon 14 Oct Ms Cole, Y1/2H, Y1/2S, Y4T, FSVM 
     Tues 15 Oct FSCT, Y3M & Y6M 
     Wed 16 Oct FSHB, Y1/2G & Y5C/M 
Tues 15 Oct Y5 Literacy Workshop (1.15-2.15) 
Wk beg Mon 21 Oct Happy Birthday GPS! 
Mon 21 Oct Gladrags visit Y4 (1.00 pm) 
Thurs 24 Oct. Niall’s Mile. £1 donation. 
Mon 28 Oct - Fri 1 Nov Half Term Break 
Tues 5 Nov Y3 Tree planting at Low Hill Farm Wood  
Tues 5 Nov Y6 Height & Weight (9.15-10.15) 
Thurs 7 Nov Harvest Festival (9.30) 
Wk beg Mon 11 Nov EYFS visits to  Backhouse Park 
Fri 15 Nov Children in Need Day 
Mon 2 Dec Y4 Parents Learning Workshop (1.30-3.00) 
Wed 4 Dec. Yr 5 to Beamish. 
Thurs 5 Dec Y3 Parents Learning Workshop (1.30) 
Mon 9 Dec KS1 Parents Learning Workshop 
Wed 11 Dec EYFS Christmas Crafts (parents welcome) 
(9.15-10.30 & 1.15-2.30) 
Thurs 12 Dec. Sleeping Beauty – yrs 5 & 6 Christmas Show. 
Afternoon & evening. Parents & carers welcome. 
Fri 13 Dec EYFS & KS1 Nativity 
Tues 17 Dec ‘The Snow Queen ‘production by Working 
Space Theatre (2.00-3.00). Children only. 
Wed 18 Dec EYFS, KS1 & KS2 Christmas Parties 
Fri 20 Dec Christmas Service (12.30-1.15).   
Mon 23 Dec - Fri 3 Jan Christmas & New Year Break. 

 

Year 3 visit to Barley Mow Park 

 
As part of their English lessons about stories with 
familiar settings, the children visited Barley Mow Park.  
In class the children had been thinking about 
describing story settings using the five senses.  We 
went to the park to make notes about what we could 
hear, see, smell, feel and taste.  The children then 
used these notes back in class when writing an 
adventure story set in a park.  The children had an 
interesting time at the park and made some excellent 
notes which really helped their descriptions of the story 
setting.  Miss A McLoughlin  
  

Our new Outdoor Learning Project 

 
Our outdoor project is well underway!  As you may 
have noticed our outdoor area is changing and we 
have introduced lots of new natural areas.  One of our 
favourite areas is the tree trunk seating area that were 
very kindly donated by Gentoo.  Before the summer 
holiday we applied for a grant from Northumbria Water 
to continue to develop the project.  We were 
successful in the bid and we now have some additional 
money to spend!  With the funding we plan to buy 
plants and flower beds to create a sensory garden as 
well as equip the children with the appropriate clothing 
to really go out in ALL weather! One of the activities 
the children have really enjoyed since returning to 
school is building ‘Fairy Houses’  We used materials 
that we found to build a shelter for the fairies including 
small tables and chairs for them.  The picture above 
shows Millie painting the fence for the fairies garden!  
If you listen really closely you can hear them in the 
trees! Foundation Stage Team 

Visit to Hendon Library 

 
To launch our topic “Step into the Story”, we visited 
Hendon Library. When we arrived, we were met by 
Sue, one of the librarians, who showed us into the 
children’s room. It was brightly coloured and well 
stocked with a variety of interesting, exciting books.  
Once we were all settled, Sue read us “Charlie Cook’s 
Favourite Book”, one of the stories we are using in our 
topic.  Sue had puppets to help her tell the story and 
we met a Dragon, a Knight, an Astronaut and a King!  
After the story, we browsed through the books and 
share some of them with our friends.  At the end, we 
were all surprised when Sue gave each of us a book 
bag.  It was a fun visit! By Mrs Cole. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 


