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¿Cómo te llamas? 

 
The countdown for the summer holidays has already 

started but our children continue trying their best 

during our Spanish lessons. In KS2 we have been 

learning basic grammar skills and parts of the body 

through songs, games and the minibook “Mi mejor 

amigo” (My best friend) that has also helped us to 

practise with personal questions such as “¿Cómo te 

llamas?” (What’s your name?),” ¿Cómo estás?” (How 

are you?), “¿Cuántos años tienes?” (How old are 

you?) and “¿De dónde eres?” (Where are you 

from?)The little ones have been showing all their 

enthusiasm and energy while learning animals in 

Spanish: “perro” (dog), “gato” (cat), “lagartija” 

(lizard)….Can you remember them?  . We have had 

lot of fun singing and dancing the song “¿Tienes una 

mascota?” (Have you got a pet?) and playing different 

games. What more could you ask for? What about a 

Spanish party? We are in luck because the 16
th
 of July 

we are going to celebrate our “Fiesta Española” to 

commemorate our second year of Spanish and for this 

special occasion our children have been preparing 

special activities and some decorations. “¡Fenomenal 

chicos!” You are artists! I am really proud of you!  

“¡Hasta pronto!” See you soon! Miss Rodríguez 

Teddy on Tour 
Our topic began when we 
discussed where we lived 
and we used Google 
Earth to look at 
Grangetown and 
Sunderland.  We have 
also been bringing in 
pictures of us outside 
our houses. Then, we 
walked up to 
Grangetown Post 
Office to post our 
Teddy via air mail, to 

Australia.  The children wrote letters to his  

 
new owners and explained how to look after him. 
Discovery Zoo came into school this week too. We met 
many different Australian animals and some of us were 
very brave, holding and touching snakes, lizards, 
cockroaches, millipedes, skinks and a tarantula.  We 
have just received our first e-mail from our Teddy, to 
let us know he has arrived safely.  He is staying with 
Miss Booth’s relatives and visiting the school that they 
work in.  We hope to hear lots about Teddy’s 
adventures. 
 

Derwent Hill Adventure 

 
Lucy and Jonathan (yr5) write: On Friday we set off to 
Derwent Hill. It took about two and a half hours to get 
there. When we got there we had a little meeting to 
learn about how things worked at Derwent Hill and 
what rooms we would be in. After that we went up to 
our rooms and unpacked. After unpacking and making 
our own beds, we had our tea which was very nice 
indeed! Then we were told which groups we were in 
and then we split off into our groups and got told which 
activity we were doing. The evening activity was a 
lovely walk to and from Derwent Hill. When we got 
back we had a bit of free time and played bingo. We 
had two games of bingo. After bingo we had juice and 
a snack and off to bed we went. In the morning we got 
woken up at 7:30 and went down for breakfast at 8:00. 
We had a choice of cereals for breakfast and a choice 
to have a cooked breakfast. After we had breakfast we 
had another activity planned so we split off into our 
groups again and found out what we were doing. The 
year 5 were doing Canoeing first thing. We had to put 
on some waterproofs, wellies and a life jackets (for 
safety) and collect the paddles then we were ready to 
go. After the canoeing we went back to the lodge and 
got our lunch and then got ready to go gorge walking. 
The gorge walk was very funny. We were very wet and 
cold after we got out of the gorge. Then at 5:30 we had 
our tea. After we had tea all the groups did an activity 
which was called “The crazy team challenge”. It was 
really funny and there were 12 different challenges in 
total. Then we played 1 game of bingo and went to 
bed. Again we got woken up at 7:30 but this time we 
had to get all the sheets off our bed then we had 
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breakfast. We did the death swing, the trapeze (high 
ropes course) and climbed “Cat-bells” which had a 
brilliant view. All the activities were amazing! Then we 
had lunch and got ready to go. At 4:30 we set off back 
to Sunderland. I think everyone who went had an 
amazing weekend. 
 

World Cup Attendance Awards 

 
This half term, we’ve used the World Cup, and the 
generosity of some local companies, to boost our 
attendance. Every week, children with 98%+ 
attendance have had the chance to win footballs, 
backpacks, and special prizes such as cinema tickets 
and even a family meal at The Chesters! Attendance is 
looking good – at 96% it’s higher than the national 
average! Well done! 
 

Year 4 Bike Ride in Herrington Park 

 
On Tuesday 29

th
 April Year 4 went to Herrington Park 

on a bike ride. We went because it links to our topic of 
the Great Outdoors. We also used the new ‘bike hub’ 
which is available for people to hire bikes and use in 
the park. The session was led by Dr Bike and Sara 
(from SUSTRANS) they helped the children get their 
helmets and bikes set up and ready to go! Even the 
teachers were kitted up and involved in the bike ride! 
Throughout the morning we rode all around the park, 
up and down hills, even to the highest point in the 
park. Maisy wrote a recount about the visit and 
described ‘the view was amazing’. Maisy also said she 
would ‘recommend the bike hub and gave the whole 
morning a 10/10’, her favourite part was going down a 
grassy hill really fast! 
 

Excited about Reading! 
Once again our annual book fair arrived 
this month with lots of new and exciting 

reads! Each class had the opportunity to visit 
with their teacher as well as with a parent/ 
carer. It was great to see so many children 

excited about reading. We would like to say a big 
thank you to all the staff that helped to support the 
book fair. We are looking forward to buying some new 
library books with the money that was raised! 
 

We’re Reading Buddies! 
Miss Hough writes: This term children from 
Years 3 and 5 have been working with 
me on a new ‘reading buddy’ initiative. 
The aim of the session is for the year 5 
children to support their buddy with 
reading. They have been given some helpful hints that 
will support them in their role as well as how to 
promote reading for pleasure. All the children who 
have taken part in this initiative should be praised for 
their positive attitude and commitment. 
 

Year 4 Skipping Festival! 
                The annual ‘Skipping School 

Skipping Festival’ took place on 
the 9

th
 June and Year 4 had 

been rehearsing for a long time 
for it! For the festival the 

children had to perform individual 
skipping styles which included speed, double 

bounce, pretzel etc. There were some paired skipping 
styles – butterfly and face to face and also team skips 
with long ropes. Then finally, we had the one we had 
been waiting for – the whole class skip dance. This 
year we chose to dance to Pharrell Williams – Happy. 
The children did a great job and remembered the 
routine so well! Overall we did so well and came away 
with 2 individual gold places, 2 individual silver places 
and one long rope team gold place. Well done to all 
the children they were fantastic!  
 

Fire safety! 

 
Poppy and Samantha (yr5) write: Recently the fire 
fighters came in to talk about fire safety. First they 
showed us the fire triangle that shows us how the fire 
survives. One thing that it needs is oxygen, also fuel 
as well as heat. Next they showed us a power-point on 
how fire spreads. It only took three minutes to fill the 
room with smoke and fire. After that they showed us a 
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working fire alarm and a broken alarm. Some children 
had the chance to try on the fire fighters outfit. Note: If 
you don’t have a fire alarm or if it’s broken: Call this 
number:  0800 032 7777 for a free alarm and fitting. If 
you want more information check: www.twfire.gov.uk 
 

The Great Outdoors! 

 
This term children in Year 1 have been learning all 
about ‘The Great Outdoors’. We’ve taken part in some 
fantastic and adventurous activities including, using 
mud and sticks to paint pictures, learning all about our 
local plant life exploring these first hand and in literacy 
we have be looking at the story of Jack and the 
Beanstalk. In ICT lessons the children have been 
using digital cameras to take a variety of nature 
photographs. Two of our favourite days this term have 
been our trips to local parks including Herrington 
Country Park and Backhouse Park where we explored 
nature up close! The children have really enjoyed 
being in the outdoors this term. By Miss Stabler. 
And, still on the ‘Great Outdoors’ theme, Mrs 
Taylor writes: For Summer term our topic has been 
the Great Outdoors, Year 2 and 4 have completed this 
as a joint topic. This has involved spending a lot of 
time outside, looking at nature and enjoying the fresh 
air. To start the topic we took a trip to Backhouse Park 
and calculated the age of the trees there. Year 4 have 
also been reading ‘Cliffhanger’ by Jacqueline Wilson 
all about a boy who goes on an adventure holiday but 
hates it! Throughout the topic we’ve completed 
activities such as mud painting, orienteering, natural 
art and the biggest one of all – stopping a building 
company from putting 250 houses on our school field! 
For this the children needed to work in groups to 
collect and present evidence as to how we use our 
field and why we should keep it. Thankfully, the 
building work has been called off and the field will 
remain Grangetown’s!  
 

Year 5 Go Greek! 
Recently Year five 
had a scrumptious 
visit to An-Athene (a 
Greek restaurant in, 
Sunderland).  We 
were taken to our 
seats whilst Greek 
music was playing 
and each given a 

drink of Greek juice.  We then had our first course of 
olives, flat bread, feta cheese and tzatziki followed by 
a main course of Moussakka, diced potatoes and 
butter bean salad. For dessert we had Baklava.  The 
children did really well.  They all had a try of everything 
even though some of the dishes the children had never 
even heard of let alone tried before.  Some children 
really, really enjoyed the food and went home with full 
tummies! I would like to thank Paul from An-Athene for 
being a great host! By Mrs Miller. 
 

Our Commonwealth Games! 

 
Year 3 took part in a sporting event at Farringdon 
Academy to celebrate the upcoming Commonwealth 
Games. Grangetown represented the commonwealth 
country of Wales. The children were divided into 4 
teams and took part in athletics, gymnastics, hockey or 
netball activities.  The children competed against other 
local primary schools.  The children had an enjoyable 
afternoon and were able to try activities and develop 
new sporting skills. Miss A McLoughlin  
 

Year 3 meet a real Mummy!  
The children again visited 
the Oriental Museum at 
Durham to learn more about 
the ancient Egyptians.  At 
the museum the children 
were given the opportunity 
to handle ancient artefacts 
such as the lid of a canopic 
jar and a pot used for 
mixing herbs and 
spices. The oldest object 
was 4500 years old.  The 
children completed 4 
challenges in the Egyptian 
room, where they found 

out lots of information about 
what the Egyptians wore, their different gods and 
goddesses and what they ate. The highlight of the visit 
was when the children saw a real mummy. The 
mummy was over 3000 years old. To end the visit the 
children also found out about the weighing of the heart 
of ceremony which takes place when a Pharaoh 
dies.  The children acted this out. The children had a 
fantastic day and went home with lots of new facts and 
information. By Miss A McLoughlin  
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Dates for your Diary 

 
 

Wed 9 July. Little Mermaid Performances (All day) 
Mon 14 July. Y6 Parent Evening Southmoor (5-7) 
Tues 15 July. Splash Day, FSU (All day – children to         
bring in clothes & towels on Mon 14 July) 
Tues 15 July. Y6 Leavers Lunch 
Tues 15 July. Y6 induction afternoon at Southmoor 
Wed 16 July. Transition meeting for Reception 
children moving in to Y1 – 2.30pm. 
Wed 16 July. Spanish Day 
Thurs 17 July. Grangetown’s Got Talent! (am) 
Fri 18 July. 1.00pm. End of the school year! 
  

Futsal! 

 
Matthew (year 6) writes: On Thursday the 4

th
 of June, 

the Grangetown pupils took part in a football 
tournament - with a twist. It wasn’t just an ordinary 
tournament it was a futsal tournament. Futsal is a 
Brazilian sport. The object of the game is to score 
more goals than the opposing team. It is a skills based 
football game which is played indoors – with Samba 
music playing in the background. This is how all the 
top player’s started to play like Cristiano Ronaldo - and 
even the Barcelona squad play futsal! We have been 
working with the coaches from the SAFC foundation of 
light and the city predators and played the tournament 
at Sunderland City Space. We all had an awesome 
time – and one of teams even won the league! Here I 
leave you with the top goal scorers: Matthew:15, 
Riley:9 Brandon:7. 
 

Year 3 Visit to the Synagogue 
This term the children are 
learning about Judaism. 
We visited a synagogue 
in Newcastle.  The 
children were able to see 
a mezuzah on the door, 
which reminds Jews of 
God’s presence. They 
saw 3 large torah scrolls 
which are kept in a 

special place called an ark. They heard parts of 
the torah being read in Hebrew and even tried saying 
some Hebrew words. They wore kippahs (skull caps) 
just in the ways Jews would when they go to worship.  
The saw a large menorah being lit and learnt many 
new facts about Judaism. The children had an 
enjoyable morning and their behaviour as always was 
excellent. Miss A McLoughlin 
 

The Incr-Edibles After School Club is here! 
As you know, the Club is all 
set to start! Incr-Edibles will 
offer after school care, from 
3.30-6.00, at competitive rates. 
This is an exciting project, 
planned in response to 
parental need. We have 

secured funding to run the Club for a year – obviously 
we hope to successfully bid for further future funding to 
maintain the Club. Mrs Wayman and Mrs Martinez are 
already working hard in their new roles as Club 
Leaders, gearing up for the big launch on Monday 8

th
 

September. Letters have already been sent out to 
gauge interest from families. By the way, what do you 
think of our new logo…year 5 helped to design it, and 
Mrs Wayman applied the finishing touches! 
 

GPS 2020 Vision! 
We have launched a very special 
initiative: GPS 2020 Vision. The 
aim is to ensure that all members 
of our school community – staff, 
children, parents and governors – 
have had a say in the future 

development of the school. We will all work together to 
produce exciting plans for the ongoing development of 
our school, with plans stretching ahead to the year 
2020 – that’s when our current Reception children 
become our year 6 leavers! We will be consulting you 
– as parents – during 2014-15. Please join us in 
having your say – let’s shape the future of our school 
and ensure it continues to offer a World Class 
education for each and every child! 
 

Summer Writing Award - Coming Soon! 
Our 3rd Writing Award isn’t far off! The 
winners have already been chosen, and 
will be announced in assembly on 
Monday 14

th
 July.  

 

 

Next Month’s Newsletter: 
The last edition of this school year will be 
published on 16th July, and will feature: Year 6 
Dancing at the Empire, The Little Mermaid, 
The Summer Fayre, Sports Day…plus a list of 
all classes and staff for September! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


