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Sleeping Beauty – Awesome! 

 
Cast members Dillon & Ryan write: On Thursday 12 
December, Year 5 and 6 - brilliantly supported by the 
choir from years 3, 4, 5 and 6 - performed Sleeping 
Beauty to packed audiences, which included many 
parents, grandparents and brothers and sisters. We 
also performed for Bridgewater Primary school from 
Newcastle who came to our afternoon show. We all 
wore fantastic costumes and make up. Although the 
children were nervous, the show ran beautifully. 
Everyone clapped and cheered for their children. It 
was a brilliant success! 
 

The Wriggly Nativity! 

 
On Tuesday 17th December Foundation Stage and 
Key Stage 1 performed their annual Nativity. The hall 
was quickly filled with eager parents and carers waiting 
to see their very own ‘star’. This year the story was 
quite traditional, telling the story of the birth of Jesus. 
All children ranging from 3 to 7 years old had a part in 
the play and they all contributed to a spectacular 
performance.  The narrators did a fabulous job of 
telling the story and spoke clearly with lots of 
confidence.  Well done to all of the children - you made 
your teachers, parents and carers very proud (and 
brought a tear or two to our eyes!). By FS / KS1 Team. 

 

Feliz Navidad! 

 
One more year has passed, and Christmas has arrived 
to Grangetown and also to our Spanish lessons; apart 
from having fun practicing with vocabulary and basic 
grammar skills, we have had a nice time learning some 
Spanish Christmas traditions. We have been 
decorating biscuits, eating the twelve grapes to 
celebrate New Year’s Eve and if this wasn’t enough, 
we have also been cooking traditional German biscuits 
called ‘Vanillakipferl’ with the help of Miss Dudel 
…Have you ever tried them?  In addition, our 
children from Year 2 have been learning the Christmas 
carol ‘Los colores vamos al portal’, the perfect way to 
practice with the colours: ‘Blanco, rojo, negro’… Can 
you remember them? They have sung it during the 
Christmas concert and I have to say that it has been a 
huge success.‘¡Bien hecho chicos!’ Have a nice 
Christmas and ‘Feliz Navidad’  Miss Rodríguez 
 

Miss Dudel – my 10 weeks at Grangetown! 

 
Miss Dudel, a trainee teacher from Germany, has been 
on placement with us this term. She has been an 
excellent addition to our team, and it has been a 
pleasure to host such a hard-working, positive student. 
She will be with us in Spring Term too. Recently we 
asked her to write a short Newsletter article, reflecting 
on her time, so far, at Grangetown: 
It has been 10 weeks since my very first day at 
Grangetown Primary School. Lots of new faces of staff 
and children; new names I had to learn. “Hi Miss” by 
smiling children in the hallway were the beginnings of 
my days as a German student, training for being a 
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future teacher. I’m impressed by how easy it is to feel 
comfortable in this school. All the staff and children 
have been extremely friendly and helpful, considering 
that English is not my first language. The children are 
very lucky to have such hard working teachers and 
teaching assistants! GPS tries really hard to make the 
school days as much fun as education can be: Music, 
Drama, ICT, SAFC sports and many special events, 
more than our schools in Germany can do. Thank you 
everyone, especially year 5, for the great past weeks! 
I’m looking forward to seeing you in 2014, there are 
still about 3 months for me to be with you all. Tschüss! 
Miss Dudel. 
 

Santa Paws wows our children! 

 
On Tuesday 10

th
 December Foundation Stage had a 

very special visitor.  Santa Paws (aka Millie the dog!) 
came to visit us.  We had the chance to ask lots of 
questions and learn about looking after animals.  We 
learnt how to brush her coat, clean her teeth and even 
how to clean her ears!  Millie was very well behaved 
and we gave her a present from all of the children in 
Foundation Stage - she seemed very keen to open her 
treats! Foundation Stage 
 

Christmas Concert 

 
During this fun-filled last week of term, Grangetown’s 
fantastic musicians took to the stage to wow their 
parents and carers with their musical talents. We 
started the show with Mr Preston’s cornet, baritone 
and P bones groups. They gave a lovely rendition of 
Jingle Bells and Silent Night. This was followed by Mrs 
Mapplebeck with her violin and cello groups playing 
Footprints in the Snow and Jingle bells. The children 
performed beautifully and there was not a dry eye in 
the house! A big thank you must also go to Mrs Davies 

and the choir for opening and closing the concert and 
not forgetting Miss Rodriguez and the year 2 Tigers 
who sang a Christmas colours song in Spanish. I 
would also like to thank the children for their hard work 
so far and of course to the parents and carers who 
support their children at home. By Miss Stabler. 
 

Let’s get crafty! 
Foundation Stage held their annual Christmas crafts 
workshop for parents/carers on Wednesday 11

th
 

December. We had an amazing turn out and we would 
like to express our gratitude for your commitment. The 
children always enjoy working with their parents and 
carers in school and were very excited to take their 
beautiful crafts home. This year we made crackers, 
snow angels, glittering stars, cards and there was even 
biscuit decorating! A lovely day was had by all- thank 
you once again for all of your support! FS Stage Team  
 

Making German Christmas Biscuits 

 
On Wednesday this week year 5 went to our Spanish 
lesson, as usual. But to our surprise we made German 
biscuits instead, called ‘Vanillekipferl’. To make these 
we used flour, sugar, nuts and butter. We used our 
hands to stir the dough, which was really fun. We put 
them in the oven for about 15 minutes, we were going 
to taste them at the end of the lesson. Still warm and 
with some icing sugar on top they were really 
delicious! What a great last Spanish lesson for 2013, 
thank you to Miss Rodriguez and Mrs Christie, and 
especially to Miss Dudel our German student teacher 
for sharing a special German Christmas custom with 
us. By Poppy and Layla (year 5). 
 

Year 5 Parent Workshop 
What a fabulous morning was had by all! Year 5 held 
their Christmas Craft Parent Workshop and were 
joined by many parent/carers where they collectively 
made a Christmas wreath out of coloured card.  The 
children really enjoyed having their grown-ups in 
school working with them and I am certain the grown-
ups enjoyed taking part even more than the children! 
We would like to thank again all the parents who 
managed to join us! Mrs Miller & Mrs Collins 
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KS1 Christmas Music Workshop 

 
Recently all children in KS1 took part in a Christmas 
music workshop with Brendon Renwick. They used a 
variety of musical instruments to accompany lots of 
Christmas songs. We also made up our own 
Christmas story using sound effects. Everyone 
thoroughly enjoyed the afternoon. Miss Hough  
 

The River Wear Trust 
Recently we had a visitor, Lizzie, in 
year 6 from the River Wear Trust. She 
brought with her lots of insects and 
bugs including crane fly larva, water 
scorpions and mayfly nymphs.  We all 

had a tray full of minibeasts on each table and we 
carefully ‘’spooned’ them out, and followed keys to 
identify them. We then looked at different food chains 
and talked about predators and prey. We talked about 
how animals adapt to their surroundings and then 
looked at the pollution in the water. We had a very 
good day with Lizzie and we hope that she can come 
back to work with us again! By Raegan and Niamh. 
 

Santa’s Christmas Cracker! 
On Wednesday 4

th
 

December Foundation Stage 
visited Whitehouse Farm.  
When we arrived at the farm 
we were greeted by a very 
helpful elf who met us off the 
coach.  We all gathered in 
the picnic barn and we talked 
about some important farm 
rules that we had to 
follow…then the fun began!  
We visited Mrs Claus’ 
Toyshop where we wrote a 
letter to Santa and posted it.  
As we made our way through 

the winter wonderland we found Santa fast asleep in 
his living room.  We sang some of our Christmas 
songs to Santa very loudly and luckily he woke up!  All 
of the children at Grangetown have been very good 
this year so Santa gave us a little present and some 
magic hay to take home.  We had a ride on Santa’s 
tractor which was a very bumpy ride but lots of fun.  
The day was packed with lots of exciting things to do 
and believe it or not we even had time to see some 
animals too!  We fed sheep, goats and donkeys and 
had the chance to hold rabbits, mice, spiders and even 
a snake.  A fabulous day had by all.  Well done boys 
and girls for your impeccable behaviour. Miss Booth  

 
Year 3 Christmas Craft Afternoon 
Recently, year 3 held a parent craft afternoon. The 
children along with their parents had a busy but fun-
packed afternoon making Christmas decorations.   
Including angels, Christmas baubles and even 
Christmas trees, using lots of glitter and sequins.  They 
also shared some refreshments.  The afternoon was a 
great success and the children really enjoyed working 
alongside their adult.  Thank you to all the adults who 
were able to attend. We are looking forward to the next 
workshop in the Spring term. Miss A McLoughlin  
 

Let’s Dance! 

 
As part of our KS1 topic ‘Castles and Kingdoms’ we 
performed a dance to the music ‘Knights of Palmyra’, 
for parents, carers and for the whole school! We have 
spent the last half term practising and perfecting the 
dance in P.E. Thank you to everyone who came to 
watch and well done to our KS1 children for such a 
fabulous performance! Miss Hough & KS1 Team. 
 

Year 5 visit to Beamish 

 
The year 5 Children had a fabulous day out at 
Beamish Museum. We started the day by taking part in 
a ‘Victorian style’ lesson. The children had to sit 
straight-backed without fidgeting or fussing for a whole 
lesson. They firstly took part in a handwriting task 
using an old fashioned ink pen using an inkwell. Then 
they chanted their 9x tables and to finish the lesson 
the children drew pictures of a Christmas tree.  If any 
of the children (or teachers) laughed or talked during 
this session they were sternly told off! The children 
thoroughly enjoyed this! Afterwards we made our way 
over to the ‘Victorian cottages’ then we went for lunch. 
After lunch we headed up to the ‘Victorian town’ where 
the children visited the sweet shop. To finish off the 
day we took a look around the Victorian shops then 
made our way to the gift shop.  The children were all 
superbly behaved and were a credit to our school. By 
Mrs Miller and Mrs Collins. 
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Dates for your Diary 
  

 
Fri 20 Dec 12.30-1.15. Christmas Service St Aidan’s  
Mon 23 Dec-Fri 3 Jan Christmas Break. 
Mon 6 Jan. School reopens for start of Spring Term. 

  

Year 4 Parents Workshop 
Year 4 would like to thank all of the parents and carers 
who attended our Christmas Craft Workshop. We had 
a very high number of people who attended and the 
children were thrilled. During the session we made 
Christmas cards, baubles and origami stars (with a 
hidden message!). To end the afternoon we had 
refreshments and the parents and children were able 
to take home all of the activities they had completed. A 
great day had by all! 
 

Visiting our friends at Bridgewater! 

 
This week, all the Sleeping Beauty cast visited 
Bridgewater Primary School in Newcastle. Bridgewater 
had already been to watch our performance of 
Sleeping Beauty and we paid a return visit to watch 
their dress rehearsal. It was really interesting to visit 
another school! We worked with the children who had 
the same character parts as we did and discussed any 
difficulties that they had had. We all even had the treat 
of a Happy Meal on the way home! Bethany writes: “I 
made a new friend called Crystal. She was a loyal 
subject and a butterfly like me”! Raegan writes: “I liked 
listening to their different accents. It was interesting 
looking around their school”. 
 

Year 6 Learning Workshop 
For our learning workshop, year 6 invited parents and 
carers to school to help the children to make their 
calendars for 2014. The children had completed some 
research on the artist Claude Monet and had read 
about him in the book ‘Katie and the Impressionists’. 
For their calendars, the children painted beautiful 
watercolours in the style of Monet. Thank you very 
much to all parents who supported their children. We 
all had a lovely morning! Mrs Millican 
 

Yr 6 visit  Biddick Arts Centre 
A couple of weeks ago, the year 6 children visited 
Biddick Arts Centre in Washington as we have been 
working towards our Explore Arts Award. We had a 
fantastic morning – a mix of workshops, activities and 
performances. The performances were linked to our 
topic of world war. We made up our own stories and 
showed them to the class in freeze frames. We then 
went onto the stage and performed them adding some 
atmospheric music. We have had a great 6 weeks 
working with No Limits Theatre Group! Charleigh 
McLean and Caitlin Kirkwood 
 

 
 

KS1 Christmas Craft Afternoon 

 
On Monday 9

th
 of December KS1 held a Christmas 

Craft session where parents and carers were invited 
into school to work with their child. We had lots of 
different activities, including making a tree decoration 
of baby Jesus, a colourful hanging wreath and a 
sparkly gift tag. There was a great turnout and the 
afternoon was a huge success. We would like to thank 
everybody that was involved. 
 

Our new Writing Award! 

 
We want to do everything we possibly can to help our 
children enjoy writing and develop their skills as 
writers. Our latest initiative is our brand new Writing 
Award! Every half-term, each class will pick two 
children who stand out for the quality of their writing, 
and/or for improvement in their writing. Certificates and 
special pens and pencils will be awarded, and samples 
of written work will be used for a special display. All 
work displayed will then be turned into a book, 
published every half-term and placed into our library. 
Every Award winner will then receive a bound copy of 
the book to take home. This is an exciting initiative, 
demonstrating the great value we place on writing at 
GPS! Our first group of award winners are pictured 
above – Well Done to our talented Young Writers! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MERRY CHRISTMAS & HAPPY NEW YEAR FROM THE GRANGETOWN STAFF TEAM! 


