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Governor Pen-Portraits 
 
 
Simon Briton - Co-opted Governor 
 

When I applied to become a School Governor I particularly asked for a position at 
Grangetown Primary School because I wanted to invest some of my time and energy into 
making this part of Sunderland a better place. I see great schools as a key part of building 
a brighter future for our area.  
 
In my day job I am a tax lawyer running a software start-up, working with innovative 
businesses and this gives me skills and experience in critical thinking and service design 
which I hope to use to the benefit of the school.   
 
I believe my role in the governing body is to maintain a perspective which is different to the 
senior leadership team and those other members of the governing body that work in the 
school or have a background of working in education. This mix of voices allows us to 
explore issues from a wide variety of angles which is the purpose of having a range of 
members in the governing body and I would encourage others to consider joining to add to 
that diversity.  
 
 

Jemma Brunniche - Parent Governor 
 

I’m Jemma and one of two Parent Governors. I have two children in Year 1 and Year 3 
and another who will start in September 2017. I was motivated to become a Parent 
Governor so that I could get more involved in how the school is run and to help it improve 
the outcomes for all pupils. 

 
 

Louise Crooks – Staff Governor 
 

I've been a Staff Governor at Grangetown Primary School for 3 years now and employed 
at the school since 2012. I became a staff governor because I wanted to support the 
school and its staff, develop new skills and have an opportunity to contribute to the local 
community. As a staff governor I serve as a useful link between school staff and the 
Governing Body. I'm an enthusiastic supporter of Grangetown Primary, its ethos and the 
wide variety of opportunities it offers both the staff and the children alike. 
 
 

Klaire Ferry - Parent Governor 
 

I have been a governor for around 7 years now. I became a governor to learn more about 
the school and my children's education and how I could support this. I was a health 
development worker in adult education at the time, but now I am a local business woman 
running massage therapy sessions & training to over 19's.   
 
Being a parent governor means I can support the changes the Headteacher and teachers 
create for the school's future vision and help create a strong team bringing the school even 
closer to being an outstanding educational place to be. 
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Les McAnaney - Headteacher  
 

I joined Grangetown in January 2010, following two previous Headships in Newcastle and 
in South Tyneside. Before becoming a Headteacher, I taught in the the Huyton area of 
Liverpool, and was a Deputy Head in the East End of Newcastle. Joining Grangetown was 
like ‘coming home’, because all of my family are from the East End of Sunderland! 
 
It’s a privilege to be Headteacher at Grangetown, and a great honour to serve the 
Grangetown and Hendon communities. I enjoy working with staff, children, parents and 
Governors, to make the school experience the best it can be for everyone, and to ensure 
that we give each and every child the chance to achieve all that they can. 
 
Our Governors work well as a team, are highly committed, and make a valuable 
contribution to the school’s success. They ask challenging questions, support the school, 
hold myself and senior staff to account in terms of the actions we take, and provide a 
‘strategic steer’ for the school. As Headteacher, I enjoy working with Governors, and have 
a strong and positive working relationship with all members of our Governing Board. 
 
 

Jacqueline Smith - Co-opted Governor 
 

I have been working in education now for just under 5 years. I graduated with a 
PGCE/PCET 2013, and began to work in various education settings teaching English and 
Maths. It was whilst working for the Foundation of Light that I was introduced to 
Grangetown Primary School. I instantly wanted to be part of the team and work alongside 
a team of amazing professionals in a lovey school. 
 
I am proud to be part of Grangetown and it is with real sincerity that I have a real interest in 
supporting this school to be the best it can be. 
 
 

Sue Thomson - Chair of Governors – Local Authority Governor 
 

I have worked within primary education since 1972 as a teacher, SENCo, deputy head and 
finally head teacher until 2006 when I took voluntary retirement. I was Education Advisor 
for a fostering charity from 2006 until 2014. After my retirement from headship I was asked 
to become governor at Grangetown Primary and have been Chair of Governors since Mr 
McAnaney’s appointment as head teacher.  
 
I have a particular interest in Early Years, Literacy and Safeguarding but my main focus is 
on ensuring the achievement, attainment and progress of all children. I have a good 
working relationship with Mr McAnaney, staff and governors and have interacted with 
pupils on a variety of occasions. I can be contacted by parents through the school or local 
authority as and when necessary.  It is a privilege to be associated with such a 
hardworking and creative school. 
 
 

Lynne West - Vice Chair of Governors – Co-opted Governor 
 

Now retired, I spent 36 years working in Education in various roles, from teaching/deputy 
head in Secondary schools, Local Authority adviser (Secondary, Primary, Special Needs 
and Nursery) and director of Education Action Zones to Further Education College 
Principal. I am a wife and mother, and in my spare time I enjoy archery, canal boating and 
voluntary work with people with dementia. 


